IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


& 


{./ 


4 


A 


if. 


s$ 


/■f, 
-% 


1.0 


I.I 


|M    12.5 
2.0 


Mi. 


t    |4£ 


1.8 


1.25      ..4|,.6 

^ 

6"     

► 

Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


^s^  X 

'<^"^>.1^ 


^ 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


D 


D 


D 


0 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommagie 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurde  et/ou  pelliculde 


I      I    Cover  title  missing/ 


Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 


I      I    Coloured  maps/ 


Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 


Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 


I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


Bound  with  other  material/ 
Reli6  avec  d'autres  documents 


Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

Lareliure  serrie  peut  causer  de  i'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  ie  long  de  la  marge  int6rieure 

Blank  leaves  addec^  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajoutdes 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  fiimdes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppldmentaires: 


L'institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6t6  possibleMe  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  oui  sont  peut-dtre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  biblioyraphique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  m^thode  normals  de  filmage 
sont  indiquds  ci-dessous. 


I      I   Coloured  pages/ 


D 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagdes 

Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaur^es  et/ou  pelliculdes 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  d6coior6es,  tachetdes  ou  piqu^es 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  ddtachdes 


/|    Showthrough/ 
'    Transparence 


I      I    Quality  of  print  varies/ 


Qualitd  indgaie  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponibie 


Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refiimed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6t6  filmdes  d  nouveau  de  facon  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


Th( 
to 


Th 
po 
of 
filr 


Ori 
bei 
th( 
sio 
oti 
fin 
sio 
or 


Th 
shi 
Til 
wh 

Mi 
dif 
en 
bei 
rig 
rec 
mc 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmd  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqud  ci-dessous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

SOX 

J 

12X 


16X 


20X 


24X 


28X 


32X 


The  copy  filmed  here  hes  been  reproduced  thank* 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Quebec 


L'exempiaire  filmi  f ut  reproduit  grAce  A  la 
g^ndrositA  de: 

Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Quebec 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  iteeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet6  de  l'exempiaire  film6,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  bacit  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprim6e  sont  fiimis  en  commen^ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  salon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autras  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  film6s  en  commen9ant  par  la 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  -^(meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  y  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  — ►  signifie  "A  SUIVRE  ",  le 
symbols  V  signifie  "FIN  ". 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  dtre 
fiimds  d  des  taux  de  reduction  diffdrents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  dtre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  ciichd,  11  est  fllm6  d  partir 
de  Tangle  supdrieur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  ndcessaire.  lies  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mdthode. 


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

fV^- 


\' 


*        1   *>■ 


■i. 


r»«l 


SPEECH 


O  F 


#;  r^    EDMUND     BURKE,  Esq. 


O  N 


AMERICAN    TAXATION^, 


APRIL    19,    i774» 


THE    FOURTH    EDlTlONi 


■  t*    i  ,     •  ►*^.     •        *^  .         •     '  •     • 


•"     •       »*.       •  *         •  ♦  • 
•.  .    •       •   -•     •        • 


>   >        I 

I       *    I 


.^v.,..vav. 


5         ',.;.  ^.    .v.* 


t    0    N    D    O    N; 


Ms^^^ 


;.  Printed  for  J.  D  OD  SLE  Y,   in  PALt-MALt, 
':    ;  -MDCCLXXV* 


[  Price  Two  Shillings.  ] 


iM^ 


r 


•^■^^■p^lii^^ 


D    :a:''^^'S"  .  'J    i^ 


i  o 


^r  =  -T  ,71  Jl  P  U  S     <l 


II 


'V 


VI'  n  d 


OTTA/AT    v^/- 


<:>:  "I     tOi     J  I  ^ 


a 


n/ A 


.^•o  It  I  <ii  i  HT.H  ■;<: 


H 


w 


'^}; 


.  m'$     ■#■  •  •*• 


•  • 


•  t  I       .  *     < 


,  •  -    '     I  ■ 


I  •   •     •  »  * 


•  •  •    •    •  ♦  • 


»    '      •  «.  •       •    •     .' 

•       It  •  *       -     ^  • 

I  »  ■  •       •    .       • 


•   •»•    •••    • 


<  •  •       •  •         * 


*•*••»       I 


yi  o   t 


*y 


«»A. 


?/r.a-i 


n 


i  '.J 


'/Z/^JOOGM. 


't!4->  ,.,..  'V 


\.     -c 


V^.t        .V  .,k  .      «k 


A^^.    -      *-.  ..  ^,^' 


[  "i  i 


i^' 


i''t*ii\i'AiiLl. 


3r 


"'It  I i.f  ■ 'j"""^     t    '    *    » *  /^^  ' 


l" 


•^  4^-M     .("jj^ 


'^Tp^'H'E'  fbllowing  Speeicb  has  bden  much 
I  .JL<^/ vifjig  fubje^l  tof  converffltion }  and  the 
?  defiirif^baving^Vpntiiteel  was  liift  fum-mer  very 
"^  f^ntvil]  The  rn^ans  of  grati'fyiirg  the  public 
^' curiofity  wej^e  obligingly  furtiiflied  from  the 
'"iittes'of  forrie  Gentlemen*,  Members  of  the 
"^l^'flf'JP^riiainentfi'^f  '^^\V,>'i'^^*  •"!^^-  y  *'  ^  :;•'*• , 

•i  tcTh?s -piece  hjisbeen  for*  ibme  mbhths  reidy 
for  the  prefs.  But  a  delicacy,  poffibly  over 
fcrupulous,  has  delayed  the  pubhcation  to  this 
time.  The  friends  of  adminiftration  have  been 
ufed  to  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  oppOfition 

.  to  their  meafures  in  America  to  the  writings 
pubhflied  in  England.  The  Editor  of  this 
Speech  kept  it  backj  until  all  the  meafures 
of  government  have  had  their  full  operation, 
and  can  be  no  longer  afFeded,  if  ever  they 
could  have  been  afFeded,  by  any  publication, 

Moft  Readers  will  recollect  the  uncommon 
;;;pains  taken  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  feffion 
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of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  indeed  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  it,  to  aiperfe  the  cliara^ers, 
and  decry  the  meafures,  of  thofe  who  were 
fuppofed  to  be  friends  to  America;  m  order 
to  weaken  the  cfFedt  of  thdir  oppofition  To  the 
a<Sls  of  rigour  then  preparing  againft  the  Colo- 
nies. This  Speech  contailis  a  full  refutation 
of  the  charges  againft  that  party  with  wBich 
Mr.  Burke  has  all  along  a£ted.  In  doing  this, 
he  has  taken  a  review  of  the  efFe£ts  of  all  the 
fchemcs  which  have  been  fucceffively  adopted 
in  the  government  of  the  Plantations.  The 
fubjeft  is  interefting ;  the  matters  of  informa- 
tion various,  and  important;  and  the  publica- 
tion at  this  time,  the  Editor  hopes,  will  not  be 
thought  unfeafonable.        -' 
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EDMUND     BURKE,    Esq. 


DURING  the  lafl:  Seffioii  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1774, 
Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  Member  for  Rye,  made  the 
following  Motion;  That  an  Ad  made  hi 
the  feventh  Year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  intituled,  **  An  AS:  for  granting 
*»  certain  Duties  in  tlie  Britilh  Colonies  and 
*'  Plantations  in  America ;  for  allowing  a 
"  Drawback  of  the  Duties  of  Cuftoms  upon 
**  the  Exportation  fror^  this  Kingdom  of  Coffee 
"  and  Cocoa  Nuts,  of  il'.e  Produce  of  the  faid 
"  Colonies  or  Plantations ;  for  difcontinuing 
•»  the  Drawbacks  payable  on  China  Earthen 
**  Ware  exported  to  America ;  and  for  more 
♦*  efFe£luaUy  preventing  the  clandeftine  Run- 
**  ning  of  Goods  in  the  faid  Colonies  and  Plan- 
*'  tations  ;'*  might  be  read. 
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And  die  fame  being  read  accordingly ;  He 
moved,  ♦*  That  thisHoufe  will,  upon  this  day  , 
•*  fevennight,  refblve  itftlfintoa  Committee  of 
'*  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideratioii 
•*  the  duty  of  3  ii.  per  pound  weight  upon  tea, 
**  payable  in; all  his  Majcfty's  Donrjinions  in 
«'  America,  impofed  by  the  faid  Ad  ;  and  alfo  , 
"  the  appropriation  of  the  faid  duty."        .  .-:.v,i 
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On  this  latter  motion  a  warm  and  intercil:-. 
ing  debate  Jirofe,  in  which  ^r,.  Edmund. Burkq 
ipoke  as  follows : 
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I  Agree  \vlth<  the  Honourable  Gentleman*; 
who  fpoke  laft,  that  this  lubjedt  is  not  new 
in  this  Houfc.  Very  difagrecably  to  this  Houfe, 
very  unfortunately  to  this  Nation,  and  to  the' 
peace  and  profperity  of  this  whole  Empire,  no 
topic  has  been  more  familiar  to  us.     For  nine 
Jong  years,  feiiion  after  fcflion,  we  have  been 
Jafhed  round  and  rpund  this  miferable  circle  of 
occafional  arguments   and   temporary  expedi- 
ents.    I  am  fiire  our  hegds  mult  turn,  and  our 
flomachs  naufeatc  with  them.     We  have  had  . 
them  in  every  fliape  ;  we  have  looked  at  them 
in  every  point  of  view.     Invention  is  exhauft- 
ed ;  reafon  i§  fatigued;  experience  has  given 

*  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall,  Efq;  lately  appointed  one  of  the 
I^or4«  of  ihc  Trcafury. 

'..•>.  •:  judgement: 
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judgement:    but  obftipacy^ 
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The  Hon.  Gentleman  has  made  one  en- 
deavour more  to  diverfify  the  form  of  this, 
difgufting  argument.  He  has  thrown  out  a. 
fpeech  compofed  almofl:  entirely  of  challenges. 
Challenges  are  ferious  things ;  and  as  he  is  a 
man  of  prudence  as  well  as  refolution,  I  dare 
fay  he  has  very  well  weighed  thofe  challenges 
before  he  delivered  them.  I  had  long  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  fit  at  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and 
to  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  on  all 
the  American  queftions.  My  fentiments,  I 
am  fure,  are  well  known  to  him ;  and  I 
thought  I  had  been  perfedlly  acquainted  with 
his.  Though  I  find  myfelf  miftaken,  he  will 
flili  permit  me  to  ufe  the  privilege  of  an  old 
friendfhip  ;  he  will  permit  me  to  apply  myfelf 
to  the  Houfe  under  the  fandlion  of  his  autho- 
rity ;  and,  on  the  various  grounds  he  has  mea-r 
fured  out,  to  fubmit  to  you  the  poor  opinions 
which  I  have  formed,  upon  a  matter  of  im- 
portance enough  to  demand  the  fuUeft  con- 
iideration  I  could  beftow  upon  it.         „      . 

*  ■■■':.'__.'        -  ■.  k'J  ,  ,  I 

He  has  ftated  to  the  Houfe  two  grounds  of 
deliberation ;  one  narrow  and  fimple,  and  merely 
confined  to  the  queftion  on  your  paper :  the 
other  more  large  and  more  complicated  ;  com^- 
prehending  the  whole  feries  of  the  parliamen- 
tary proceedings  with  regard  to  America,  their 
caufes,  and  their  confequences.  With  regar4 
to  the  latter  ground,  he  dates  it  as   ufelefs, 

A  4  a5i4 


1/ 


zHi  tlilnl^s  it  may  be  tfvcn  dangerous,  to  cDtcr 
into  fa  cxtcnfive  a  field  of  cnuuiry.  Yet,  tci 
iTiy  furprize,  he  had  haidly  laid  down  tliis 
reftVifllve  propoiitioii,  to  which  his  authority 
would  have  given  fo  raucli  wtight,  when  di- 
rcdlly,  and  with  the  fame  authority,  lie  con- 
demns it ;  and  declares  it  abfolutely  neccfliiry 
fo  enter  into  the  moft  ample  hiftorical  detail. 
His  zeal  has  thrown  him  a  little  out  of  his 
\ifual  accuracy,  In  this  perplexity  what  (hall 
we  do,  Sir,  who  are  willing  to  lubmit  to  the 
law  he  gives  us?  He  has  reprobated  in  one  part 
of  his  fpecch  the  rule  he  had  laid  down  for 
debate  in  the  other;  and,  after  narrowing  the 
ground  for  all  tho/e  who  are  to  fpeak  after 
him,  he  takes  an  excurilon  himfelf,  as  un- 
bounded as  the  lubjed  and  the  extent  of  his 
crtat  abilities,        .... 

Sir,  When  I  cannot  bhey  all  his  laws,  I 
will  do  the  beft  I  can.  I  uill  endeavour  to 
obey  fucli  of  them  as  have  the  fanftion  of  his 
example  ;  and  to  (lick  to  that  rule,  which, 
though  not  confident  with  the  other,  is  the 
moit  rational.  He  was  certainly  in  the  right 
when  he  took  the  matter  largely.  I  cannot 
prevail  on  mylelf  to  agree  with  him  in  his 
cenfure  of  his  own  conduct.  It  is  not,  he 
will  give  me  leaye  to  lay,  either  ufelefs  or 
dangerous.  He  ^iTerts,  that  retrofpe£t  is  not 
w'lie  ;  and  the  proper,  the  only  proper,  fubjedl 
of  enquiry  is,  *^  not  how  we  got  into  this  dif- 
♦<  ficulty,  but  how  we  are  to  get  out  of  it." 

In 
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[91 
In  other  words,  we  are,  according  to  him,  to 
confult  our  invention,  and  to  reject  our  expe- 
rience* The  mode  of  deliberation  he  recom- 
mends is  diametrically  oppofite  to  every  rule  of 
reafon,  and  every  principle  of  good  fenfe  efta- 
bliflied  amongd  mankind.  For,  that  fenfe  and 
that  reafon,  1  have  always  underdood,  abfo* 
lutely  to  prefer ibe,  whenever  we  are  involved 
iu  difficulties  from  the  meafurcs  we  have  pur- 
i\ied,  that  we  lliould  take  a  drift  review  of 
thofe  meafures,  in  order  to  correft  our  error*- 
if  they  (hould  be  corrigible  j  or  atleaft  to  avoid 
a  dull  uniformity  in  mifchief,  and  the  unpi- 
tied  calamity  of  being  repeatedly  cauglit  in  the 
fame  fnare. 


Sir,  I  will  freely  follow  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man in  his  hiftorical  difcufhon,  without  the 
lead  management  for  men  or  meafures,  further 
than  as  they  (hall  feem  to  me  to  deferve  it. 
But  before  I  go  into  that  large  coufideration, 
becaufe  I  would  omit  nothing  that  can  give  the 
Houfe  fatisfadlion,  I  wi(h  to  tread  the  nar- 
row ground  to  which  alone  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  one  part  of  his  fpeech,  has  fo  ilri£lly 

confined  us, 

-.    -  ^ 

He  defires  to  know,  whether,  if  we  were  to 
repeal  this  tax,  agreeably  to  the  propofition  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 
the  Americans  would  not  take  poft  on  this 
conceflion,  in  order  to  make  a  new  attack  on 
the  next  body  of  taxes;    and   whether  they 

would 
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would  not  call  for  a  repeal. of  the  duty  pn  wine 
as  loudly  as' they  do  now  for  the  repeal  of  tl;ie 
duty  on  tea  ?  Sir,  I  can  give  no  fccuritjr  on 
this  fubjeft.  But  I  will  do  all  that  I  can,  and 
all  that  can  be  fairly  demanded.  To,  the  ^^-. 
perience  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  reprpbates 
in  one  inftant,  and  reverts  to  in  the  ne^t ;  to 
that  experience,  without  the  leafl  w^vefing  or 
hefitation  on  my  part,  I  fteadily  appeal  j  and 
would  to  God  there  was  no  other  arbiter  to 
decide  on  the  vote  with  which  the  JHpHft  is  j:o , 
conclude  this  day  !  j>*im^fTi;  -^bti  UaoAi  ypdin 


.  /  .'  «  --i'v  f     v, , 


•  A  When  Parliament  repealed  the  Stamp  A6fc 
in  the  year  1776,  I  affirm,  firft,  .|:hat  the 
Americans  did  not  in  coniequence  of  this  mea- 
fure  call  upon  you  to  give  up  the  former  par- 
liamentary revenue  whi'ch  fubfifted  in  that 
Country  ;  or  even  any  one  of  the  articles  which 
compote  it.  I  affirm  alfo.  th;it  when,  depart-^w 
ing  from  the  maxims  of  that  repeal,  you  re- 
vived the  fchcme  of  taxation,  and  thereby  filled 
the  minds  of  the  Colonift's  with  new  jealoufy, 
and  all  ibrts  of  apprelienfions,  then  it  was  that 
they  quarreled  with  the  old  taxes,  as  well  as 
the  new;  then  it  was,  and  not  till  then,  that, 
they  queftioned  all  the  parts  of  your  Icgiflative 
power;  and  by  the  battery  of  fuch  queftions 
have  (haken  the  (olid  flrudlure  of  this  Empire 
to  its  deepeft  foundations.  .:  i;:.,v:>  aoU  nctX 
^ki'fiw^  fi\^t  ■  st\-  '^H'-kA^i-^'  ''.'.I'Hiiifih  ■'■f-^H 
frOnthofetwo  propofitlons  I  fliall,  before  I 
have  done,  give  iu.ch  goiiyjncjng*  Jucl)  d^mn-. 


mg 
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ing  proof,  that,  however  the  contrary  may  bq 
whiipered  in  circles,  or  bawled  in  news-papers, 
th^y  never  more  will  dare  to  raife  their  voices 
in  this  Houfe.  I  fpeak  with  great  confidence, 
I  have  reafon  for  it.  Th6  Minifters  are  with 
rpe.  They  at  leaft  are  convinced  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  A£t  had  not,  and  that  no 
repeal  can  have,  the  confequences  whidh  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  defends  their  mcafures 
is  fo  much  alarmed  at.  To  their  conduct,  I 
refer  him  for  a  conclufive  anfwer  to  his  objec- 
tion. I  carry  my  proof  irreliftibly  into  the 
very  body  of  both  Miniftry  and  Parliament ; 
not  on  any  general  reafoning  growing  out  of 
collptv^ral  matter,  but  on  the  conduct  of  the 
flon.  Gentleman's  miniftefial  friends  on  the 
new  revenue  itfelf. 


«-L-^*J^'     •--**•     ..       /-^ 
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The  Ad  of  1767,  which  grants  this  tea 
duty,  fets  forth  in  its  preamble,  that  it  was 
expedient  to  raife  a  revenue  in  America,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  there,  as 
well  as  for  purpofes  ftiil  more  extenfive.  To 
this  fupport  the  Ad  affigns  fix  branches  of 
duties.  About  two  years  after  this  A£t  paffed, 
the  Miniftry,  1  mean  the  prefent  Miniftry, 
tiiought  it  expedient  to  repeal  five  of  the 
duties,  and  to  leave  (for  reafons  beft  known  to 
themfelves)  only  the  (ixth  ftanding.  Suppofe 
gny  perfbn,  at  the  time  of  that  repeal,  had 
thus  addrefied  the  Minifter*:  *'  Condemning, 


"■*'■;. 

*■ 


f  Lord  North',  th«n  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


•<  as 


V*  as.  you  dp,  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Adl, 
«<  why  do  you  venture  to  repeal  the  duties 
**  upon  glafs,  paper,  and  painters  colours  ? 
**  Let  your  pretence  for  the  repeal  be  what  it 
♦*  will,  are  not  you  thoroughly  convinced,  that 
«*  ypur  conceflions  will  produce,  not  fatisfiic- 
♦*  tion,  but  infolpnce  in  the  Aniericans;  and 
"  that  the  giving  up  thefe  taxes  will  neceflitate- 
"  the  giving  up  of  all  the  reft?**  This  objec- 
tion was  as  palpable  then  as  it  is  now ;  and  it 
was  as  good  for  preferving  the  five  duties  as 
for  retaining  the  fijcth.  Befides,  the  Minifter 
will  recolleft,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A£t 
had  but  juft  preceded  his  repeal;  and  the  ill 
policy  of  that  meafure  (had  it  b^en  fo  impolitic 
as  it  has  been  reprcfented),  and  the  milch iefs 
it  produced,  were  quite  recent.  Upon  the 
principles  therefore  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
upon  the  principles  of  the  Minifter  himlelf, 
the  Minifter  has  iiothing  at  all  to  anfwer,  He 
ftauds  condemned  by  himfelf,  and  by  all  his. 
aflbciatcs,  old  and  new,  as  a  deftroyer,  in  the. 
tuft  truft  of  finance,  of  the  revenues;  and  in, 
tlie  firfjt  rank  of  honour,  as  a  betrayer  of  the 
dignity  of  his  Country. 

^  Moft  men,  efpecially  great  men,  dp  not 
aUvays  know  their  well-wiftiers.  I  come  to 
refcue  that  Noble  Lord  out  of  the  hands  of 
ihofe  he  qalls  his  friends;  and  even  out  of  his 
own.  I  will  do  him  the  juftice,  he  is  denied 
at  home.  He  has  not  been  this  wicked  or  im- 
prudent man.  Ue  knew  that  a  repeal  had  no 
;.      "  3         '  tendency 


tendency  to  produce  tfte^mifchiefs  tvhJch^iVe 
ib  much  alarm  to  his  llbitbiirable  friend.  His 
work  was  n6t  bad  in  its  pii'Odple,  biit  irtiper- 
'fcct  in  its  execution  jatrid'  the  mbtion  on  yahiv 
paper  prefles  him  only  to  compleat  a  f)rbjier 
plan,  vvhidh/by  fome'UWfOrtunate  and  tinac- 
countable  error,  he  hadieft^^nfinifliedi^!-*'*^  ^*^^ 


;,>ii     **;:♦,.:   (>.. 
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I  hope.  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  Who  fpoke 
'laft  is  thoroughly  fatisfied,  and  fatisfied  diit 
of  the  proceedings  of  itlirfiftry  on  their  oWu 
*  favourite  A£l:,  that  his  f^ars  from  a  tepeal'^te 
^'groundlcfs.  If  he  is  not,^^  I  leave  him,  and'  the 
f  NdbleXor^  Who  lits  by  hitn,  to  fettle  the  pitt^ 
''ter,  as  Well  as  they  cani  together;  for  if  Wic 
'repeal  of 'American  taj^es  deftroys  all  our  go- 
vernment in  America — He  is  the  tiian^**- 
and  he  is  the  word  of  all  the  repealers^  be- 


;^aufe  he  ilthe  lafl. 


!'t;Yff|r:-9fU 


'But  1  hear  it  rung  coritmnally  in  my^cars, 
"xiow  arid  forrtierly,  — -  "  The  Preamble!  WiKit 
!*«  will  befcbiiie  of  the  Preamble,  if  ydu  repeal 
:««  this  T^k?"— I  am  forty  to  be  compelled  fo 
^often  to  expofe  the  caiarriities  and  difgracesr  of 
*  Pairliament.  The  preamble  of  this  law,  fti^d- 
^ing  as  it  now  ftands,  h^s  the  lie  dirfe(Sb 'giveri  to 
Tit  hy  the' prdvifionary  part  of  the  Ad;  if  that 
'can  be  called  provifionaVy  which  "makes  n^ 
'prdv'ilidn.  I  flioald  be  afrjtid  to  exprefs  irly- 
*felf  in  this  manner,  efpedally  in  the  face  of 
fuch  a  formidable  'array  of  ability  as  is  rtOW 
drawn  Up  before  me,  Compofed  of  the  ahtient 

houfe-- 
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houfchald  troops  of.  that  fide  of  the  Houfc,  and 
the  new  recruits  from  this,  if  the  matter  were 
not  clear  and:inailj?)L|table.  Nothipg  but  truth 
could,  give  me  tius.firmnef&;  but  plain  truth 
and  clear  evidence,  cap  be  beat  down  by  no 
.ability.  The  Cler^^  v«fill  be  fo  good  as  td  turn  to 
the  Kdiy  and  to  read  thi.5  favourite  preanible: 

'.  '  JF/j£reas  it  is  'expedient  that,  a  revenue  flwuld 

he^  rftfed  in  your  Mtijejiy^  Dominions  in  America, 

, for  making  a  more  qertain  and  adequate  provifion 

Jof'-'defraying  the  charge  of  the  adininiftratioii 

ofjgftice,  and  fi>pport  pf  civil  govefinment,  in 

fuok  Provinces  where  it  fhall  he  found  necejary  % 

ana  fowards  further  defraying  the  exfences  of 

.  defending,'  proteding,   and   Iccuriiig  the  faid 

Dojuinions.         .,.q        ...      ^  "'  -     , 

You  haire  heard  this  pompous  performance. 

Now  where  is  the  revenue  which  is'to  do  all 

thefe  mighty  things?  Five  fixths  repealed — 

abandoE^ed — funk — gone — loft  forever."  "Does 

,  the.poQr  Solitary  tea  duty  fupport  jtjie  purpofcjs 

of  this  preamble?  Js  not  the  fupplymere  ftated 

•  as  ed'edvually  abandoned  as  if  tl\(^  te.a  duty  had 

perilled    in   the  general  wreck  ?    Here,    ]Vrr. 

,  Sp/saker,   is  a  precious  mockery— a  preamble 

■  vriihoilt  an  acl — taxes. granted  in  order  to  be 

^rtpcaX-cd^— jin«jl  the.j-eafons  of  the  grant  ftill 

^C9;pt^\ll^,kf'pl  iiyl  This  is  raifing  a  revenue  in 

\  Any-;r:c^i-i''flji's  jik"  preferving  dignity  in  Eng-     ' 

..ImUc!]*  If  yoiv  tc|;.c,al  this   tax   jn  compliance 

/v^tluUie- mo'dou J- 1  readily  admit  that  you 

loie 
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lofe  this'felr  preamble;  >  Eftimate  ycur  lofs  ifi 
it.  The  oy?£l  of  the  ad  is  gone  already ;  and 
all  you  fuffer  is  the  purging  the. S^^tuto-book 
of  the  opprobrium  ofan  empty>  at^%4^  and 
falfe  recit^l.;n  vr,v/  bfiSwt  Dini  .V  iirrr.  bsH  ru>qr; 

It  has,  ;heen  faidags^m  and  aga^^^ijthflt  the 
five  Taxes  w?re  repejaj^^-  o»  coniii^^rfjial  prin- 
ciples. Jt  is  fo  fa,id  in  the  paper  iujni^.han^l*'; 
a  paper  which  I  couftantly  carry  .^^ijut;, which 
I  have  often  ufed,  and  ft  all  oftjq^J^|e^gain, 
What  is  got  by  this  .p^tr^y  prete^i^e.  of  com- 
mercial .principles.!,  i,nf9.vv, not;  ,!fQr,  Jf  ,your 
government  in  An^ericf  lissfleiJroyeA  hy.the  re- 
peal of  %uxe^y  it  'is;p?  ;)q  confeqiien)ce  wpoh 
what  ideas,  the  rep^l  as. ^grounded^,  .^Repeal 
this  Tax  tpo  upoii  commercial  \  jy-i^ppjqs  if 
you  pleafe/:  Thefe  principlci^  will  I'erv^f  a^  well 
now  as  they  did  fQrmei[ly.|  fiutf  ypu,  i?;povv 
thpt». fcitnor  your  o,bje£^;ip;i  to,  a  repeal, from 
thefe  fuppofed  confequencesha^  no.y.aUdit^,  or 
that  this  pret;ence  njever,  could  r^mo>^>e  It.  This 
commerpi?^ '  motive  never  was  ,I^elie;^^d. by.  any 
man,  either  in  Americ?^  \yhich  tjjiis  Letter  is 
mieant .  tOofoothe,  or  jii  England,  which  it  is 
meaoti  ^pi  4ec^ive.  It  ,wap  4mppffi6lc|  ir^puld. 
Becauie  evejy  i^an^  in  -^he  leaft. -acquainted 
with,  the  detail  of  Commerce,  muftkiioiy^  that 
fcveral  of  t}ie  Articles  pn  v^rhipk  the.  JC^x.  vv^is 
repealed  wer^   fitter  obje(3:s  of  E) u ties,, , than 

.     •  Lord  j^illibbrough's  Circular  Letter  to  the  Governof s  of  tlie 
■Colo,nies  tdpcernihg  the  Repeal  of  fome  of  the  Duties  Ikid  in  the 

almofl 
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"iilmoft  any  oriier  amdcs' that  could  {Jdffibly 

'be  chofenj  without  comparilbn  «iore  ^,  than 

the  Tea  that  wa3 'left  taxed;  as  infinitely  Icl-a 

^iabfc'  tb'  be  eluded  by  contraband.     The  Ta)4 

upon  Red  and  White  Lead  was  of  this  nature* 

You  have,  in  this  kingdom,  an  advantage  in 

^Leid,  'thkt  amounts  to  a  monopoly.    When 

yoa  firifd  youffelf  in'  this  fituation  of  advantage, 

you  foirittimes  venture  to  tax  even  your  own 

expott,  '^You  did  fo,  fdoti  after  the  iSft  war  ; 

•when,  \ipbn  this  principle,  you  ventured  to 

impofe' a'^tity  on  Goats.    In  all  the  articles  of 

'Americatr contraband^  ti'ade,  who  ever  heard  Of 

the  fmuggfling  of  Red  Lead,  and  Whkfe'Lead? 

'You  tnight,  therefore,' Hv6!l  enough^  vvithout 

danger  oSrHcontrabarid,  '^atid  without  injnFy  to  < 

Commette'  (if  this  ■w'ttt  the  whole  confidera- 

tioii)    have  "taxed  thefe  commodities.     TThe 

■fame  may  be  laid  of  Glafs.    BeHdes,  fome  of 

'the  thiiigs' taxed  \^te  fo  trivial,  that  the  lofs 

of  thcro^teds  themfclvesv and  theiriirtter -anni- 

hilatioi>  but  6f  ^American  Gommence,  ^  AvouW 

have  bieen" comparatively  ?s  noflirng.  -But  is 

the  article  ^f  Tea  fuch  an  object  ift'-thel  Tr^de 

of  England,  as  .not   to  be  felt,  "Ot '  felt  but 

flightiy;'  like  White  Le^d,  aiid  'R«*  fie^,-  and 

Painter?  Colouts  ?'¥ ea  is  an  6bjd£t  of  fer  other 

importance.    'Tea  is  perhaps  ihe'tAd^Am^t- 

tant  objei£V,  taking  it  with  it5  tiece^'ary  con- 

*  ne(4ions,  of  any  itr  cthe  nnighty ■  -orcle-  of  oUr 

Commerce.    Jf  commercial  principles  had  been 

the  true  motives  to  the  Repeal^  ioii'iiild  'they 

been  at  all  attended  to,  Tea  would  .ltt;Ye:(bfi©ii 

..  aiu;  .  the 
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the  lad  afticle  we  (hould  have  left  taxed  for  i 
fubjc^t  of  controverfy.  .    ,  .   ;.    ^ 

Sir,  it  is  not  a  pleafant  confideration ;  but 
nothing  in  the  world  can  read  fo  awful  and  fo 
inftrudkive  a  leflbn,  as  the  condud  of  Miniftry 
in  this  bufinefs,  upon  the  mifchief  of  not 
having  large  and  liberal  ideas  In  the  manage* 
ment  of  great  affairs.  Never  have  the  fervant8 
of  the  ftate  looked  at  the  whole  of  your  com- 
plicated interefts  in  one  connefted  view*  They 
have  taken  things,  by  bits  and  fcraps,  fome  at 
one  time  and  one  pretence,  and  fome  at  ano- 
ther, juft  as  they  prcfled,  without  any  fort  of 
regard  to  their  relations  or  dependencies.  They 
never  had  any  kind  of  fyftem,  right  or  wrong ; 
but  only  invented  occaiionally  Some  miferable 
tale  for  the  day,  in  order  meanly  to  fneak  out 
of  difficulties,  into  which  they  had  proudly 
ftrutted.  And  they  were  put  to  all  thefe 
fhifts  and  devices,  full  of  meannefs  and  full  of 
mifchief,  in  order  to  pilfer  piecemeal  a  repeal 
of  an  a6t,  which  they  had  not  the  generous 
courage,  when  they  found  and  felt  their  errors 
honourably  and  fairly  to  difclaim.  By  fuch 
management,  by  the  irrefiftible  operation  of 
feeble  councils,  fo  paltry  a  fum  as  three-pence 
in  the  eyes  of  3  financier,  {o  inflgnificant  an 
article  as  tea  in  the  eyes  of  a  philofopher,  have 
(haken  the  pillars  of  a  Commercial  Empire  that 
circled  the  whole  globe* 
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'  Do  you  forget  that,  in  the  very  laft  yearv 
you  flood  on  the  precipice  of  general  bank- 
ruptcy ?  Your  danger  was  indeed  great.  You 
were  diftrefled  in  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company  5  and  you  well  know  what  fort  of 
things  are  involved  in  the  eomprehenfive  energy 
of  tiiat  fignificant  appellation.  I  am  not  called 
\)pon  to  enlarge  to  you  on  that  danger,  which 
you  thought  proper  yourfelves  to  aggravate, 
and  to  difplay  to  the  world  with  all  the  parade 
of  indifcreet  declamation.  The  monopoly  of 
the  moft  lucrative  trades,  and  the  polfeffion  of 
imperial  revenues,  had  brought  you  to  the 
verge  of  beggary  and  ruin.  Such  was  your 
reprelentation— ffuch,  in  fome  mcafure,  was 
your  cafe.  The  vent  of  Ten  Millions  of 
pounds  of  this  commodity,  now  locked  up  by 
the  operation  of  an  injudicious  Tax,  and  rot- 
ting in  the  warehoules  of  the  Company,  would 
have  prevented  all  this  diftrefs,  and  all  that 
feries  of  defperate  meafures  which  you  thought 
yourfelves  obliged  to  take  in  confequence  of  it. 
America  would^have  furnilhed  that  vent,  which 
Bo  other  part  of  the  world  can  furniih  but 
America ;  where  Tea  is  next  to  a  i:teceiiary  of 
Jife ;  and  where  the  demand  grows  upon  th© 
fupply.  I  hope  our  dear-bought  Eaft  India 
Committees  have  done  us  at  leafl:  fo  much 
good,  as  to  let  us  know,  that  without  a  more 
extenfive  ilde  of  that  article  our  E^ft  India  re- 
venues and  acquifitions  can  have  no  certain? 
connedlion  with  this  country.  It  is  through 
the  American  trade  of  Tea  that  your  Eaft 

India 
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tndla  conquefts  are  to  be  prevented  fiom  crurfi* 
ing  you  with  their  burthen.  They  are  pon- 
derous indeed;  and  they  mufl:  have  that  great 
country  to  lean  upon,  or  they  tumble  upon 
your  head.  It  is  the  lame  folly  that  has  loft 
you  at  once  the  benefit  of  the  VVefl  and  of  the 
£art.  This  folly  has  thrown  open  folding- 
door§  to  contraband  ;  and  will  be  the  means  of 
giving  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  your  Colo- 
nies, to  every  nation  but  yourfelves.  Never  did 
a  people  fulTer  fo  much  for  the  empty  words 
of  a  preamble.  It  mud  be  given  up.  For  on 
what  principle  does  it  Hand?  This  famous  re^ 
venue  ftands,  at  this  hour,  on  all  the  debate, 
as  a  defcription  of  revenue  not  as  yet  known 
in  all  the  comprehenfive  (but  too  Corqprehen- 
five  !)  vocabulary  of  finance — a  preambulary 
tax.  It  is  indeed  a  tax  of  fophiftry,  a  tax  of 
pedantry,  a  tax  of  difputation,  a  tax  of  war 
and  rebellion,  a  tax  for  any  thing  but  benefit 
to  the  impofers,  or  fatisfadion  to  the.fubjed. 

•  Well !  but  whatever  it  is,  gentlemen  will 
force  the  Colonifts  to  take  the  Teas.  You 
will  force  them  ?  has  feven  years  ftruggle  been 
yet  able  to  force  them?  Oh^  but  it  Teems  *'  wo 
««  are  in  the  right, — The  tax  js  trifling — in 
"  effedt  it  is  rather  an  exoneration  thap  an  im- 
"  pofition;  three-fourths  of  the  duty  formerly 
*'  payable  on  teas  exported  to  America  is 
•*  taken  off;  the  place  of  colle£lion  is  only 
**  ihifted;  infleadof  the  retention  of  a  fhilling 
♦f.  fi^om  the  draw-back  here,  it  is  three-pence 
... ,  '       ■  B  2  '"""      **  cuftom 
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*•  euftom  paid  in  America."  All  this,  Sir,  h 
vcty  true.  But  this  is  the  very  folly  ai>d  mif- 
chicf  of  the  a£t.  Incredible  as  it  may  fcem, 
you  know  that  you  have  deliberately  thrown 
away  a  large  duty  which  you  held  fecure  and 
quiet  in  your  hands,  for  the  vain  hope  of  get- 
ting one  three-fourths  lefs,  through  every  ha- 
zard, through  certain  litigation,  and  poflibly 
through  war,  .v  '  ' 

^  The  manner  of  proceeding  in  the  duties  on 
paper  and  glafs,  impofed  by  the  fame  adt,  was 
exa(ftly  in  the  fame  fpirit.  There  are  heavy 
excifes  on  thofe  articles  when  ufed  in  England. 
On  export  thcfe  excifes  are  drawn  back.  But 
inftead  of  withholding  the  draw-back,  which 
might  have  been  done<  with  eafe,  without 
charge,  without  poflibility  of  fmuggling  ;  and 
fnftead  of  applying  the  money  (money  already 
in  your  hands)  according  to  your  pleafure,  you 
began  your  operations  in  finance  by  flinging 
away  your  revenue ;  you  allowed  the  whole 
draw-back  on  export,  and  then  you  charged 
the  duty,  (which  you  had  before  difcharged,) 
payable  in  the  Colonies;  where  it  was  cectain 
the  colleftion  would  devour  it  to  the  bone; 
if  any  reventie  were  ever  fuffered  to  be  eol- 
ledted  at  all.  One  fpirit  pervades  and  animates 
the  whole  mafs, 

Cotild  Jfny  thing  be  a  fubje<Si:  of  more  juft 
alarm  to  America,  than  to  fee  you  go  out  off 
the  plain  hi^h  road  of  finance,  and  give  irp 
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your  moft  certain  revenues  and  your  clcareft 
interefts,  merely  for  the  fake  of  infulting  your 
Colonies?  No  man  ever  doubted  that  the  com- 
modity of  Tea  could  bear  an  impofition  of  three- 
pence. But  no  commodity  will  bear  three- 
pence, or  will  bear  a  penny,  when  the  gene- 
ral feelings  of  men  are  irritated,  and  two  mil- 
lions of  people  are  refolve4  not  to  pay.  The 
feelings  of  the  Colonies  were  formerly  the  feel- 
ings of  Great  Britain,  Theirs  were  formerly 
the  feelings  of  Mr.  Hampden  when  called 
upon  for  the  Payment  of  twenty  fhillings^ 
Would  twenty  (hillings  have  ruined  Mr. 
Hampden's  fortune  ?  No  I  but  the  Payment  of 
half  twenty  (hillings,  on  the  principle  it  was 
demanded,  would  have  made  him  a  (lave.  It 
is  the  weight  of  that  preamble,  of  which  you 
>re  fo  fond,  and  not  the  weight  of  the  duty, 
that  the  Ampric^ns  are  unable  ^nd  unwilling 
CQ  bear. 

It  is  then,  Sir,  upon  the  principle  of  this 
hieafure,  and  nothing  elfe,  that  we  are  at 
i(iue.  It  is  a  principle  of  political  expediency. 
Your  A61:  of  i  yty  aflferts,  thijt  it  is  expedient 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America;  your  adt  of 
1769,  which  takes  away  that  revenue,  con^ 
tradids  the  adt  of  1 767 ;  and,  by  fomething 
much  ftronger  than  words,  allerts,  that  it  is 
not  expedient.  It  is  a  reflexion  upon  your 
wifdom  to  perfift  in  a  folemn  parliarrientary 
declaration  of  the  expediency  of  any  obje«Sl, 
for  which,  at  tlie  faine  time,  you  make  no 
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ftrt  of  provlfion.  Ami  pray,  Sir,  let  fiftt  fhiJ 
circumftaiicc  cTcapc  ycni  ;  it  is  very  material ; 
that  the  preamble  of  this  a6V,  which  we  wifh 
to  repeal,  i.^  not  dcctdratory  of  a  rights  as  fomc 
gentlemen  fccm  to  argue  it ;  it  is  only  a  recital 
of  the  expediency  of  a  certain  cxereife  of  a  right 
fuppofcd  already  to  have  been  averted;  an  ex- 
Crcifeyou  are  now  contending  for  hy  ways  and 
means,  which  you  confels,  though  they  were 
obeyed,  to  be  utterly  infufficient  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  You  are  therefore  at  this  moment  in  ths 
aukward  fituation  of  lighting  for  a  phantou,  5 
a  quiddity  ;  a  thing  that  wants,  rot  .^nly  a 
fubftance,  but  even  a  naitie  j  for  r.  fi.mg, 
which  is  neither  ab{lra(5l  right,  lur  profitable 
enjoyment,  . 

'  They  tell  you,  Sir,  that  your  dignity  is  tied 
to  it.  I  know  not  how  it  happens,  but  this  dig- 
nity of  yours  is  a  terrible  incumbrance  to  youj 
for  it  has  o''  late  been  ever  at  war  with  your 
intereil,  your  equity,  and  every  idea  of  your 
policy.  Shew  tlie  thing  you  contend  for  to  be 
reafon ;  (liew  it  to  be  common  fenfe ;  (hew  it 
to  be  the  means  of  attaining  fome  x^feful  end  ; 
and  then  I  am  content  to  allow  it  what  dignity 
you  pleafe.  But  what  dignity  is  derived  from 
the  perlevcrance  in  abfurdity  is  more  than 
ever  I  could  difcern.  T'u  fld'i.  Gentleman 
has  faid  well — indeed,  i'l  m-P  f  his  ^.neral 
obfervations  I  agree  witli  iiim — he  fays,  that 
this  fubjecl  does  not  fland  as  it  did  formerly. 
Oh,  certainly  not !  every  hour  you  continue 
5  ^  oa 
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on  this  ill'Chofen  ground,  yx)\ir  difliculticp 
thicken  bn  you  ;  and  therefore  my  conchifibn 
.is,  remove  from  a  bad  pofition  as  ^lilckly  as 
you  can.  The  difgrace,  and  the  nc\c{Tity  of 
yieldi  .^,  both  of  them,  grow  upoii  you  every 
Jiou)  of  you,  delay* 
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iBnt  vvll^  yoii  repeal  fbe  a(fl,  fays  the 
lion.  Gentleman,  at  this  inflant  when  Ame- 
rica is.  in  open  ref»ftaf)ce  to  yonr  authority, 
,and  that  you  have  juft  revived  your  fyHem  of 
taxation?  He  thinks  he  has  driven  us  into  a 
.corner.  But  thus  pent  up,  I  am  content  to 
meet  him;  becaufc  I  enter  the  lifts  fupportecl 
by  my  old  authprity,  his  new  friends,  xIk  ml* 
uifteis  themfelves.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  re* 
riienobers,  that  about  five  years  j\go  iis  great 
difturbances  as  the  prcfent  prevailed  in  Ame- 
rica on  account  of  the  new  t  ixes.'  The  mimf- 
«ters  reprefented  the.fe  diftuiiances  as  tr-eafon- 
ablc  ;  and  this  Houfe  thought  proper,  o;i  that 
rcprefentatibn,  to  make  a  Famous  addrefs  fir  .a 
revival,  and  for  a  new  application,  of  a  ftatute 
ofH.  VlII,  We  befought  the  King,  in  that 
well-conlidered  addrefs,  to  iix^uire  into  trea- 
fons.,  and  to  being  the  fuppofet^  traitors  from 
America  to  Great  Britain  for  trial.  His  Ma- 
jefty  was  pleafed.gracioufly  to  primife  a  cora- 
.pliange  with  our  requeft.  All  the  attempts 
from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  re  ift  thefe  vio- 
lences, and  to  bring  about  a  repeal,  were 
treated  with  the  utmoft  fcorn.  An  appre- 
iienfion  of  the  very  conlequences  now  Hated 
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by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  was  then  given  as  <i 
reafbu  for  (hutting  the  door  againft  all  hope 
of  fuch  an  alteration.  And  fo  ftrong  was  the 
fpirit  for  fupporting  the  new  taxes,  that  the 
ieflion  concluded  with  the  following  remark- 
able  declaration.  After  dating  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  had  been  purfued,  the^^^ech 
froi;i  the  throng  proceeds ; 
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"■  Tou  have  ajfured  me  of  your  {\xm.  fufport  in 
the  profecution  of  them*  Nothing,  in  my  opinion^ 
(ould  be  more  likely  to  enable  the  well-aiffojed 
among  my  fuljeSis  in  that  part  of  the  worla,  ef- 
feSftially  to  difcourage  and  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
faSiious  andfeditious,  than  the  hearty  concurrence 
of  every  branch  of  the  Legijlature,  in  maintain- 
ing the  execution  of  the  laws  in  every  part  of 
m  dom'miQns^-'  '   :  ^ 


■  n%.A  *  *.  ,    * 
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'^  After  this  no  man  dreamt  that  ^  repeal  under 
this  miniftry  could  poffibly  take  place.  Th& 
Hon.  Gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I,  that  the 
idea  was  utterly  exploded  by  thofe  who  (way 
the  Houfe,  This  Speech  was  made  on  the 
ninth  day  of  May,  1 769.  Five  days  after  this 
Speech,  that  is,  on  the  13th  of  the  fame 
^iionth,  the  pablic  circular  tetter,  ^  part  of 
which  I  am  going  to  read  to  you,  was  writ- 
ten by  Lord  Hilhborough,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies.  After  reciting  the  fubftance 
pf  the  King's  Speech,  he  goes  on  thus : 
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'^  <*  J  r/i«  /^2^^  «/o«  ffte  to  ajjure  you,  notwtih" 
«•  fianding  injinuations  to  the  contrary ^  from  men 
«'  with  factious  and  feditious  views,  that  his 
"  Majejlfs  prefent  adminiftration  have  at  no 
«*  time  entertained  a  defign  to  propofe  to  par- 
"  liament  to  lay  any  further  taxes  upon  Ame- 
««  rica,  for  the  purpofe  of  RAISING  A 
««  R  E  V  E  N  U  E  ;  and  that  it  is  at  prefent 
•«  their  intention  to  propofey  the  next  SeJJion  of 
*'  Parliament,  to  take  off  the  duties  upon  glafs^ 
*^  paper,  and  colours,  upon  conjideration  of  fuch 
«<  duties  having  been  laid  contrary  to  the  true 
♦' principles  of  Commerce,    •         -  ♦ 
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"  ^hefe  have  always  been,  and  ft  ill  are,  the 
^^fentiments  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  fervants  ; 
•*  and  by  which  their  conduct  in  refpe^  to  Ame- 
**  rica  has  been  governed,  jind  his  Majefty 
*<  relies  upon  your  prudence  and  fidelity  for  fuch  an 
•<  explanation  of  his  meafures,  as  may  tend  to  re- 
**  move  the  prejudices  which  have  been  excited 
**  by  the  mijreprefentations  of  thofe  who  are  ene-i^ 
*♦  mies  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  Great  Bri'> 
*'  tain  and  her  Colonies  j  and  to  re-efiablifh  that 
*'  mutual  confidence  and  affedlion,  upon  which 
*•  thi  glory  and  fafety  of  the  Britijh  empire  de^ 
*^pend:' 

Here,  Sir,  is  a  canonical  book  of  minifterial 
fcripture  j  the  general  epiftle  to  the  Americans. 
What  does  the  gentleman  fay  to  it  ?  Here  a 
jrepeal  is  promifed ;  promifed  without  condi- 
tion ; 
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tion ;  and  while  your  authority  was  actually 
refifted.  I  pals  by  the  public  promife  of  a 
Peer  relative  to  the  repeal  of  taxes  by  this 
Houfe.  I  pafs  by  the  ufe  of  the  King's  name 
in  a  matter  of  fupply,  that  facred  and  referved 
right  of  the  Commons.  I  conceal  the  ridicur 
lous  figure  of  Parliament,  hurling  its  thunders 
at  the  gigantic  rebellion  of  America;  and 
then  five  days  after,  proftrate  at  the  feet  of 
thofe  afiemblies  we  affe£ted  to  defpife  ;  begging 
them;  by  the  intervention  of  our  mrnifteriai 
fureties  j  to  rec&ive  our  fubmiilion  j  and  heartily 
promifing  amendment,  ,Thefe  might  have 
been  ferious  matters  formerly ;  but  we  are 
grown  wifer  than  our  fathers.  Paffing,  there- 
fore, from  the  conftitutional  confide  ration  to 
the  mere  policy  j  does  not  this  Letter  imply, 
that  the  idea  of  taxing  America,  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  revenue  is  an  abominable  proje(JJ;  when 
the  Miniftry  fuppofe  nonfe  but /^^/fii«i  men,  and 
with  feditious  views,,  could  charge  them  with 
it?  does  not  this  Letter  adopt  and  fan£tify 
the  American  diftindibn  oi  taxing  for  a  re- 
'venue?  does  it  not  fotmally  reject  all  future 
taxation  on  that  principle  ?  does  it  not  ftate 
the  miniflerial  rejedion  of  fuch  principle  of 
taxation,  not  as  the  oecafional,  but  the  con- 
llant  opinion  of  tlie  tCing's  fervants  ?  does  it 
not  fay  (I  care  not  how  confidently),  but  does 
it  not  fay,  that  their  condu6l  with  regard  to 
.. America  has  htQW  always  governed  by  this  po- 
licy? It  goes  a  great  deal  further.  Thefe  ex- 
cellent and  trufty  fervuiits  of  the  King,  juftly 
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fearful  left  they  themfelves  (liould  have  loft  all 
credit  with  the  world,  bring  out  the  image  of 
their  gracious  Sovereign  from  the  inmoft  and 
moft  lacred  ftirine,  and  they  pawh  hittij  as  a 
fecurity  for  their  promifes— "  His  Majtjfy  tt- 
"  lies  on  your  prudence  and  fidelity  tiar  fucH 
"  an  explanation  of  hh  meafures,"  Thdfd 
fentimentsof  theMinifter,  and  thefe  mt^fufdj 
of  his  Majefty,  can  only  relate  to  the  principld 
and  practice  of  taxing  for  a  revenue ;  and  ac- 
cordingly Lord  Botfetourtj  ftating  it  ^«  fnch, 
did  with  great  proprifety,  and  in  the  exaift  fpirit 
of  his  inftruftions,  endeavour  to  iremove  th^ 
fears  of  the  Virginian  affenibly,  left  the  fenti- 
ments,  which  it  leems  (unknown  to  the  world) 
had  always  been  thofe  of  the  Minifters,  and 
by  which  their  conduct  in  refpe^i  to  America  bad 
been  governed^  ftiould  by  fome  poffible  revolu- 
tion, favourable  to  wicked  American  taxers,  be 
hereaftei:  counteracted.  He  addrefles  thfem  iii 
this  manner:  ■  ■■  "■■^^^■^''  -'-^^  --..-'  n     .a:.c!- ;,.>-- 


It  may  pojjihly  be  objeSled,  that  as  his  Majejiy's, 
prefent  admimjlration  are  not  immortal,  their 
fuccejlors  may  be  inclined  to  attempt  to  undo  what 
the  prefent  Minijlers  Jhall  have  attempted  to  per^ 
form ;  and  to  that  objedlion  I  can  give  but  this 
anfwer :  that  it  is  my  firm  opinion^  that  the  plan 
I  have  fiat  ed  to  you  will  certainly  take  pi  ace  ^  and 
that  it  will  never  be  departed  from  ;  andfo  deter- 
'  mined  am  I  for  ever  to  abide  by  it^  that  I  will 
be  content  to  be  declared  infamous,  if  I  do  not,  to 
jhe  hfi  hour  of  my  life,  at  all  times,  in  all  places ^ 

and 
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sndupon  all  occajiom^  exert  every  power  with 
*iffbich  I  either  am,  or  everjhall  be  legally  invejledj 
in  order  to  obtain  and  maintain ^or  t/je  Continent 
af  America  that  fatisfadtion  which  I  have  been 
authorijed  to  promife  this  day,  by  the  confiden- 
tial fervants  of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  who  to  my 
certain  knowledge  rates  his  honour  Jo  high,  that 
he  would  rather  part  with  his  crown,  than  pre^ 
(erve  it  by  deceit*, 

A  glorious  and  true  chara£ler !  which  (fince 
we  fufFer  his  Minifters  with  impunity  to  an-p 
fwer  for  hjs  ideas  of  taxation)  we  ought  to 
make  it  our  buiinefs  to  enable  his  Majeily  to 
prefcrve  in  all  its  luftre.  Let  him  have  cha- 
radter,  fince  ours  is  nojnore !  Let  fome  part  pf 
governmenit  bQ  kept  in  refpe£t ! 

This  Epiftle  was  not  the  Letter  of  Lord 
Hillfborough  folely ;  though  he  held  the  offi- 
cial pen.     It  was  the  letter  of  the  noble  Lor4 
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,  *  A  material  point  is  on^itted  by  Mr.  Burke  in  this  fpee^h,  viz. 
the  manner  in  ixmich  the  Continent  received  this  royal  ajfurance.  The 
AfTcmbly  of  Virginia,  in  their  Addrefs  in  anlVver  to  Lord  Bote-f 
tourt's  Speech,  exprefs  themfelves  thus :  •'  We  will  not  fuffer  our 
*^  present  hopes,  arifing  from  the  pleating  profpeft  your  Lotd(hip 
*'  hath  fo  kindly  opened  and  difplayed  to  us,  to  be  dafhed  by  the 
*'  bitter  refleftion  that  any  future  adminiftration  will  entertain  a 
**  wiih  to  deprt  from  that  fdany  which  affords  the  furefl  and  mof^ 
'  permanent  foundation  of  public  tranqqillity  ^nd  hapuinefs :  No, 
my  Lord,  we  are  fure  our  moji  gracious  Sovereign,  unaer  whatever 
changes  may  happen  in  his  confidential  fervants,  will  remain  im? 
pntable  iti  the  ways  of  truth  and  juflice,  and  that  he  is  incapable 
^^  of  deceiving  his  faithful  fuhjeBs  \  and  we  efteem  your  Lordlhlp's 
**  information  nQ(  oply  as  warranted,  but  even  fandtified  ly  tJx 
•«  royal  ivord,^ 

upon 
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upon  the  floor  *,  and  of  all  the  King's  then 
Minifters,  who  (with  I  think  the  exception  of 
two  only)  are  his  Minifters  at  this  hour.  The 
very  firft  news  that  a  Britifh  Parliament  heard 
of  what  it  was  to  do  with  the  duties  which  it 
had  given  and  granted  to  the  King,  was  hy  the 
publication  of  the  votes  of  American  aliem* 
blies.  It  was  in  America  that  your  refblutions 
were  pre-declarcd.  It  was  from  thence  that 
we  knew  to  a  certainty,  how  much  exadly, 
and  not  a  fcruple  more  or  lefs,  we  were  to  re- 
peal. We  were  unworthy  to  be  let  into  the 
I'ecret  of  our  own  condudt.  The  aflemblies 
had  confidential  communications  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  confidential  fervants.  We  were  nothing 
but  inftruments.  Do  you,  after  this,  wonder 
that  you  have  no  weight  and  no  refpe£l  in  the 
Colonies  ?  After  this,  are  you  furprized,  that 
Parliament  is  every  day  and  every  where  loling 
(I  feel  it  with  forrow,  1  utter  it  with  reluc- 
tance) that  reverential  afFedion,  which  fo  en- 
dearing a  name  of  authority  ought  ever  to 
carry  with  it ;  that  you  are  obeyed  folely  from 
relped  to  the  bayonet ;  and  that  this  Houfe, 
the  ground  and  pillar  of  freedom,  is  itfelf  held 
up  only  by  the  treacherous  under-pinning  and 
clumfy  buttrefles  of  arbitrary  power  ? 

If  this  dignity,  which  is  to  ftand  in  the 
place  of  juft  policy  and  common  fenfe,  had 
been  confulted,  there  was  a  time  for  pre- 
ferving  it,    and  for   reconciling  it  with  any 

*  Lord  North.  ' 
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poneeflion.  If  in  the  feffipn  of  1 768,  that  fefliort 
of  idle  terror  and  empty  menaces,  you  had,  as 
yo\|  were  often  prefled  to  do,  repealed  theie 
taxes ;  then  your  Itrong  operations  would  have 
copne  juftified  and  enforced,  in  cafe  your  conr 
ceffiofis  had  been  returned  by  outrages.  But, 
prepofteronfly,  you  began  with  violence ;  and 
before  terrors  could  have  any  efFed,  either  good 
or  bad,  your  minift^rs  immediately  begged 
pardon,  and  promifed  that  repeal  to  the  obfli- 
iiate  Americans  which  they  had  refuied  in  an 
eafy,  good-natured,  complying  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment. The  aliemblies,  which  had  been  pub- 
licly and  avowedly  diflblved  for  iheir  contu- 
macy, are  called  together  to  receive  your  fub- 
miffion.  Your  minifterial  diredlors  bluftered 
like  tragic  tyrants  here  ;  and  then  went  mumpr- 
ing  with  a  fore  leg  in  America,  canting,  and 
whining,  and  complaining  of  fa£lion,  which 
reprefented  them  as  friends  to  a  revenue  from 
the  Colonies.  I  hope  nobody  in  this  Houfe 
will  hereafter  have  the  impudence  to  defend 
American  taxes  in  the  name  of  Minillry.  The 
moment  they  do,  with  this  letter  of  attorney 
in  my  hand,  I  will  tell  them,  in  the  autho- 
rifed  terms,  they  are  wretches,  "  with  fadious 
*«  and  feditious  views :  enemies  to  the  peace 
*«  and  profperity  of  the  Mother  Country  and 
*'  the  Colonies,"  and  fubverters  "  of  the 
*'  mutual,  affedlion  and  confidence  on  which 
"  the  glory  and  fafety  of  the  Biitifli  Empi»"e 
f'  depend.'*  ,     .  \  , 
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After  this  Letter,  the  queftioii  Is  no  more  on 
propriety  or  dignity.  They  are  gone  already. 
The  faith  of  your  Sovereign  is  pledged  for  the 
political  principle.  The  general  declaration  in 
f  he  Letter  goes  to  the  whole  of  it.  You  muft 
therefore  either  abandon  the  fcheme  of  taxing; 
or  you  muft  fend  the  Minifters  tarred  and  fea- 
thered to  America,  who  dared  to  hold  out  the 
Royal  Faith  for  a  renunciation  of  all  taxes  for 
revenue.  Them  you  muft  punifti,  or  this  faith 
you  muft  prelerve.  The  preiervation  of  this 
faith  is  of  more  confequence  than  the  duties 
on  red  lead,  or  while  lead^  or  on  broken  gla/s^ 
or  alias  ordinary,  or  demi-fine,  or  blue 'royaly  or 
bajiard^ox  fool's-cap,  which  you  have  given 
up ;  or  the  three  pence  on  tea  which  you  re- 
tained. The  Letter  went  ftampt  with  the 
public  authority  of  this  kingdom.  The  inr 
ftru£tions  for  the  Colony  government  go  under 
no  other  CantSlion ;  and  America  cannot  believe, 
and  will  not  obey  you,  if  you  do  not  prefervc 
tills  channel  of  communication  facred.  You 
are  now  puni(hing  the  Colonies  for  ading  on 
diftindions,  held  out  by  that  very  Miniftry 
which  is  here  ftiining  in  riches,  in  favour,  and 
in  power;  and  urging  the  puniftiment  of  the 
very  offence,  to  which  they  had  themlelveS 
been  the  tempters,    ..        ;  ..     ..  —  ■     ^-a 


;.-.! 
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Sir,  If  reafons  refped:Ing  fimply  your  owi* 
commerce,  which  is  your  own  convenience, 
were  the  fole  grounds  of  the  repeal  of  the  five 
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duties ;  why  docs  Lord  HilKborough,  in  dif- 
cfaiming  in  the  name  of  the  King  and  Mini- 
ftry  their  ever  having  had  an  intent  to  tax  for 
revenue,  mention  it  as  the  means  «*  of  rc- 
*'  edablifhing  the  confidence  and  affedion  of 
♦•  the  Colonies  ?**  Is  it  a  way  of  Toothing 
oibersy  to  allure  them  that  you  will  take  good 
care  oi  yourfelff  The  medium,  the  only  me- 
dium, for  regaining  their  affection  and  confi- 
dence, is,  that  you  will  take  off  fomething 
oppreffive  to  their  minds.  Sir,  the  Letter 
ftrongly  enforces  that  idea ;  for  though  the 
repeal  of  the  taxes  is  promifed  on  commercial 
principles,  yet  the  means  of  counteracting 
**  the  infinuations  of  men  with  factious  and 
•*  feditious  views,"  is  by  a  difclaimer  of  the 
intention  of  taxing  for  revenue,  as  a  conilant 
invariable  fentiment  and  rule  of  condudt  in  the 
government  of  America.  . 

I  remember  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
floor,  not  in  a  former  debate  to  be  fure  (it 
would  be  difbrderly  to  refer  to  it,  I  fuppofe  I 
read  it  Ibmewhere),  but  the  noble  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  he  did  not  conceive  how 
It  could  enter  into  the  head  of  man  to  impofe 
fuch  taxes  as  thofe  of  1767  ;  I  mean  thofe 
taxes  which  he  voted  for  impofuig,  and  voted 
for  repealing ;  as  being  taxes,  contrary  to  all 
the  principles  of  commerce,  laid  on  BritlJJy 
Manuf azures. 


\  dar«( 
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I  dare  fay  the  noble  Lord  Is  perfedly  well 
i-ead,  becaufe  the  duty  of  his  particular  office 
requires  he  fhould  be  fo,  in  '  our  revenue 
laws ;  and  in  the  policy  which  is  to  be  col- 
leded  out  of  them.  Now,  Sir,  when  he  had 
read  this  acSlof  American  revenue,  and  a  little 
recovered  from  his  aftoniOiment,  ,1  fuppofe  he 
made  one  ftep  retrograde  (it  is  but  one)  and 
looked  at  the  a£t  which  (lands  juft  before  in 
the  Statute  Book.  The  Arherican  revenue  a£b 
is  the  forty-fifth  chapter ;  the  other  to  which 
I  refer  is  the  forty-fourth  of  the  fame  feffion; 
irhefe  two  adts  are  both  to  the  fame  purpofe  y 
both  revenue  adlsj  both  taxing  oiit  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  both  taxing  Britifh  manufac- 
tures exported.  As  the  45th  is  an  adl  for  rail- 
ing a  revenue  in  America,  the  44th  is  an  adt 
for  railing  a  revenue  in  the  Ifle  of  Man.  The 
two  aQ:s  f>erfed:ly  agree  in  all  refpe£is,  except 
one.  In  the  a£t  for  taxing  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
the  noble  Lord  will  find  (not,  as  in  the  Ame- 
I'ican  aft,  four  or  five  articles)  but  almoft  the 
whole  body  of  Britifli  mahufadlures,  taxed  frorii 
two  and  an  half  to  fifteen  per  cent,  and  fome 
drticles,  fuch  as  that  of  fpirits,  a  great  deal 
higher.  You  did  not  think  it  uncommercial 
to  tax  the  whole  mafs  of  yoiir  manufactures, 
and,  let  nie  add, ,  your  agriculture  too ;  for,  I 
liow  recoUedt,  Britifh  corn  is  there  alfo  taxed 
lip  to  ten  per  cent,  and  this  too  in  the  v6ry 
head-quarters,  the  very  citadel  of  fmuggling, 
the  I  fie  of  Mail.     Now  will  the  noble  Lord 
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condefccnd  to  tell  me  why  he  repealed  the 
taxes  on  your  manufacStures  fend  out  to  Ame- 
rica, and  not  the  taxes  on  the  manufii£l;ures 
exported  to  the  Ifle  of  Man  ?  The  principle 
was  exadlly  the  fame,  the  objedls  charged  in- 
finitely more  extenfive,  the  duties  without 
comparifon  higher.  Why  ?  why,  notwith- 
fianding  all  his  childifti  pretexts,  becaufe  the 
taxes  were  quietly  fuhmitted  to  in  the  Ifle  of 
Man ;  and  becaufe  they  raifed  a  flame  in  Ame- 
rica. Your  reafons  were  political,  not  com- 
mercial. The  repeal-was  made,  as  Lord  Hillf- 
borough's  Letter  well  exprefles  it,  to  regain 
*'  the  confidence  and  affe<51:ion  of  the  Colonies,! 
«*  on  which  the  glory  and  fafety  Oi  the  Britifti 
<*  Empire  depend."  A  wifeandjuit  motive  fure- 
ly,  if  ever  there  was  luch.  But  the  mifchief 
and  dishonour  is,  that  you  have  not  done  what 
you  had  given  the  Colonies  juft  caufe  to  ex- 
pert, when  your  miniflers  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  taxes  for  a  revenue.  There  is  nothing  fim- 
plc,  nothing  manly,  nothing  ingenuous,  open, 
decifivc,  or  fteady,  in  the  proceeding,,  with  re- 
gard either  to  the  continuance  or  the  repeal  of 
the  taxes.  The  whole  has  an  air  of  littlenefs 
and  fraud.  The  article  of  tea  is  flurred  over 
in  the  Circular  Letter,  as  it  were  by  accident 
— nothing  is  faid  of  a  refolution  either  to  keep 
that  tax,  or  to  give  it  up.  There  is  no  fair 
dealing  in  any  part  of  the  tranfaftion. 


If  you  mean   to  follow  your  true  rtnotivc 
and  your  public  faith,  give  up  your  tax  on 

tea 
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wa  rorraifing  a  revenue,  the  prihclplcorwnic'i 
has,  in  effect,  been  difclaimed  in  your  nam.  | 
and  which  produces  you  no  advantages ;  no, 
hot  a  penny.  Or,  if  you  choofe  to  gobn  vvitU 
a  poor  pretence  inftead  of  a  folid  reafon,  and 
ivill  flill  adhere  to  your  cant  of  commerce, 
you  have  ten  thoufand  times  more  ftrong  com- 
mercial reafons  for  giving  up  this  duty  on  tea, 
than  for  abandoning  the  five  others  that  you 
have  aheady  renounced. 


The  Arhcrican  confumption  of  teas  is  ah 
nually,  I  beheve,  worth  300,000  I.  at  the  leaft 
farthing.  If  you  urge  the  American  violence 
as  a  juftification  of  your  perfeverance  in  en- 
forcing this  tax,  you  know  that  you  can  never 
ahfwer  this  plain  queftion-— Why  did  you  re- 
peal the  others  given  in  the  fame  a£l,  whilft 
the  very  fame  violence  fublifled  ?  But  you  did 
not  find  the  violence  ceafe  upon  that  conceffion* 
*-^Np !  becaufe  the  conceflion  was  far  ftiort  of 
latisfying  the  principle  which  Lord  Hillfbo- 
rough  had  abjured ;  or  even  the  pretence  on 
which  the  repeal  of  the  other  taxes  was  an- 
nounced: and  becaufe,  by  enabling  the  Eaft 
India  Company  to  open  a  (hop  for  defeating  the 
Ainerican  refolution  not  to  pay  that  fpecific 
tax,  you  manifeftly  fhewed  a  hankering  after 
the  principle  of  the  a£t  which  you  formerly 
had  renounced.  Whatever  road  you  take  leads 
to  a  compliance  with  this  motion.  It  opens 
to  you  at  the  end  of  every  vifto.  Your  com- 
merce, your  pohcy,  your  promifes,  your  reafons, 
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yovir  pretences,  your  confiftciicy,  your  incon- 
fiflency— -all  jointly  oblige  you  to  this  repeal. 

•■'■*' 

But  ftill  it  {licks  in  our  throats,  if  we  go  Co 
far,  the  Americans  will  go  farther. — We  do 
not  know  that.  We  ought,  from  experience, 
rather  to  prefume  the  contrary.  Do  we  not 
know  for  certain,  that  the  Americans  are  going 
on  as  faft  as  poffible,  whilft  we  reFufe  to  gratify 
them?  can  they  do  more,  or  can  they  doworfe, 
if  we  yield  this  point?  I  think  this  conceffioil 
will  rather  fix  a  turnpike  to  prevent  their  fur- 
ther progrefs.  It  is  impofTible  to  anfwer  for 
bodies  of  men.  But  I  am  fure  the  natural 
effect  of  fidelity,  clemency,  kindnefs  in  gover- 
nors, is  peace,  good-will,  order,  and  elleem, 
on  the  part  of  the  governed.  I  would  certain- 
ly, at:  leaf!,  give  thefe  fair  principles  a  fair 
trial ;  which,  fince  the  making  of  this  a£t  to 
this  hour,  they  never  have  had.  .  , 


w  _   i.a      . 


Sir,  The  Hon.  Gentleman  having  fpoken 
what  he  thought  neceflary  upon  the  narrow 
part  of  the  fubjedt,  1  have  given  him,  I  hope, 
a  fatisfadory  anfwer.  He  next  prefles  me  by 
a  variety  of  diredl  challenges  and  oblique  re- 
flexions to  fay  foniething  on  the  hiftorical  part. 
I  fliall  therefore,  Sir,  open  myfelf  fully  on* 
that  important  and  delicate  fubjedt ;  not  for 
the  fake  of  telling  you  a  long  flory  (which,  t 
know,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  are  not  particularly 
fond  of),  but  for  the  fake  of  the  weighty  In- 
flru^lion  that,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  neceflarily 
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rtfult  from  It.     It  (hall  not  be  longer,  It*  I  can 
help  it,  than  fo  ferious  a  matter  recruit cs^ 

Permit  me  then,  Sir,  to  lead  your  attention 
very  far  back  ;  back  to  the  ad  of  navigation  ; 
the  corner-done  of  tlie  policy  of  this  country 
with  regard  to  its  colonies.  Sir,  that  policy 
was,  from  the  beginning,  purely  commercail ; 
and  the  commercial  fyftcm  was  wholly  reftric* 
tive.  It  was  the  fydem  of  a  monopoly.  No 
trade  was  let  loofc  from  that  conftraint,  but 
merely  to  enable  the  Colonics  to  difpofe  of 
what,  in  the  courfe  of  your  trade,  you  could 
not  take  ;  or  to  enable  them  to  difpofe  of  fiich 
articles  as  we  for/cedupon  them,  and  for  which, 
without  fome  degree. of  hberty,  they  could 
iiot  pay.  Hence  all  your  fpecific  and  detailed 
enumerations :  hence  the  innumerable  checks 
and  counter-checks  :  hence  that  infinite  variety 
of  paper  chains  by  which  you  bind  together 
this  complicated  fyftem  of  the  Colonies.  This 
principle  of  commercial  monopoly  runs  through 
no  lefs  than  twenty-nine  A^ts  of  Parliament, 
from  the  year  1660  to  the  unfortunate  period 
of  1764.-/ 


*i' 
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In  alj  thofe  a£i:s  the  fyftem  of  commerce  is 
cilablifhed,  as  that,  from  whence  alone  you 
propofed  to  make  the  Colonies  contribute  (1 
ipean  diredlly  and  by  the  operation  of  youx 
fuperintendinglcgiflati/e  power^to  the  ftrength 
of  the  empire.  I  vciiturc  to  lay,  that  during 
jthat  whole  period,    a  parliamentary    revenue 
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from  thence  was  never  once  In  contemplation. 
Accordingly  in  all  the  number  of  laws  palfed 
with  regard  to  the  Plantations,  the  words 
which  didinguKh  revenue  laws,  fpecifically  as 
fuch,  were,  I  think,  premeditately  avoided, 
I  do  not  fay,  Sir,  that  a  form  of  words  alters 
the  nature  of  the  law,  or  abridges  the  po\yer 
of  the  lawgiver.  It  certainly  does  not.  How- 
ever, titles  and  formal  preambles  are  not  al- 
ways idle  words;  and  the  lawyers  frequently 
argue  from  them.  I  flate  thefe  fads  to  fhew, 
not  what  was  your  right,  but  what  has  been 
your  fettled  policy.  Our  revenue  laws  have 
nfually  a  fii/e,  purporting  their  being  grants; 
and  the  words  give  and  grant  ufually  precede 
the  enabling  parts.  Although  duties  were  im- 
pofed  on  America  in  Adts  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  and  in  A£ls  of  King  William,  no  one 
title  of  giving  "an  aid  to  His  Majefty,"  or 
any  other  of  the  ufual  titles  to  revenue  a6ls, 
was  to  be  found  in  a;iy  of  them  till  1 764 ; 
nor  were  the  wOrds  '  give  and  grant"  in  any 
preamble  until  the  6th  of  George  the  Second, 
However,  the  title  of  this  A6t  of  George  the 
Second,  notwithftanding  the  words  of  dona- 
tion, confidcrs  it  merely  as  a  regulation  of 
trade,  "  An  AQ.  for  the  better  fecuring  of  the 
*' trade  of  His  Majefty's  Sugar  Colonies  in 
**  America,"  This  A<^  ^yas  made  on  a  com- 
promife  of  all,  and  at  the  exprefs  dellre  of  a 
part,  of  the  Colonies  thenifelves.  It  was 
therefore  in  ibme  meafure  with  their  confent; 
and  having  a  title  ^u^^^y  purporting  only  a 

conmerciaj 
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commercial  regulation,  ?nd  being  in  truth  no- 
thing more,  the  words  were  paffcd  by,  at  a 
time  when  no  jealoufy  was  entertained,  and 
things  were  little  fcrutinized.  Even  Governor 
Bernard,  in  his  fecond  printed  Letter,  diated 
in  1763,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  "  it  was 
*'  an  ad:  Gi prohibition,  not  of  revenue."  This 
is  certainly  true  ;  that  no  a6t  avowedly  for  the 
purpofe  of  revenue,  and  with  the  ordinary  title 
iind  recital  taken  together,  is  found  in  the  fta- 
tute  book  until  the  year  I  have  mentioned ; 
that  is,  the  year  1764.  All  before  this  period 
flood  on  commercial  regulation  and  reftraint. 
The  fchemc  of  a  Colony  revenue  by  Britifh 
authority  appeared  therefore  to  the  Americanis 
in  the  light  of  a  great  innovation.  The  words 
of  Governor  Bernard's  ninth  Letter,  written 
in  Nov.  176?,  ftate  this  idea  very  ftrongly ; 
**  it  muft,"  fays  he,  '*  have  been  fuppofed, 
**•  fuch  an  innovation  as  a  parliamentary  taxation^ 
**  would  caufe  a  great  alarm,  aiid  meet  with 
**  much  opposition  in  moft  parts  of  America ;  jt 
«'  was  q^uite  new  to  the  people,  and  had  no 
'«  vijibk  bounds  fet  to  it."  After  dating  the 
weaknefs  of  government  there,  he  fays,  "  wa§ 
*'  this  a  time  to  introduce  fo  great  a  novelty  as 
*«  a  parliamentary  inland  taxation  in  America  ?** 
Whatever  the  right  might  have  been,  this 
mode  of  ufing  it  was  abfojutely  new  in  policy 
jind  praQicc. 

Sir,  they  who  are  friends  to  the  fchemes  of 
AiT^erican  revenue  fay,   that  the  commercial 
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reftraint  is  full  as  hard  a  law  for  Aineripa  to 
live  under.  I  think  fo  too.  I  think  it,  if  un- 
pompcnlated,  to  be  a  condition  of  as  rigorous 
fervitude  as  men  can  be  fubjedt  to.  But  Ame- 
rica bore  it  from  the  fundamental  a6l  of  navi- 
gation until  1 764. — Why  ?  Becaufe  men  do 
bear  the  inevitable  conftitution  of  their  original 
nature  with  all  its  infirmities.  The  a£t  of  na- 
vigation attended  the  Colonies  from  their  in- 
Jancy,  grew  with  their  growth,  and  ftrength- 
ened  with  their  ftrength.  They  were  con- 
firmed in  obedience  to  it,  even  more  by  ufage 
than  by  law.  They  fcarcely  had  remembered 
a  time  when  they  were  not  fubjed  to  fuch  re- 
ilraint.  Belides,  they  were  indemnified  for  it 
ty  a  pecuniary  compenfation.  Their  monopo- 
iift  happened  to  be  one  of  the  richeft  men  iu 
the  world.  By  his  immenfe  capital  (primarily 
employed,  not  for  their  benefit,  but  his  own) 
they  were  enabled  to  proceed  with  their  fi(he- 
ries,  theif  agriculture,  their  (hip-building  (and 
their  trade  too  within  the  limits),  in  fuch  9 
manner  as  got  far  the  ftart  of  the  flow  languid 
pper^tions  of  unafTifted  nature.  This  capital 
was  a  hot-bed  to  them.  Nothing  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind  is  like  th^ir  progrefs.  For  my 
part,  I  never  caft  an  eye  on  their  flio\iri(hing 
commerce,  and  their  cultivated  and  commor 
dious  life,  but  they  feem  to  me  rather  ancient 
nations  grown  to  perfection  through  a  long 
|eries  of  fortunate  events,  and  a  train  of  fuc- 
pefsful  induflry,  accumulating  wealth  in  many 
^euturies,    than   the   Colonies  of  yeflerday; 
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than  a  fet  of  miferable  out-cafts,  a  few  years 
ago,  not  fo  much  fent  as  thrown  out,  on  the 
bleak  and  barren  fhore  of  a  defolate  wildernefs 
three  thoufand  miles  from  all  civilized  inters 
pourfe. 

All  thi§  was  done  by  England,  whilft  Eng- 
land purfued  trade,  and  forgot  revenue.  You 
not  only  acquired  commerce,  but  you  adually 
created  the  very  objedls  of  trade  iii  America ; 
and  by  that  creation  you  raifed  the  trade  of 
this  kingdoni  at  leaft  four-fold.  America 
had  the  compenfation  of  your  capital,  which 
made  her  bear  her  fervitude.  She  had  another 
compenfation,  which  you  are  now  going  to 
take  away  from  her.  She  had,  except  the 
commercial  reftraint,  every  chara£i:erifl:ic  mark 
of  a  free  people  in  all  her  internal  concerns. 
She  had  the  image  of  the  Britifh  conftitution. 
She  had  the  fubltance.  She  was  taxed  by  her 
pwn  reprefentatives.  She  chofe  moft  of  her 
own  reprefentatives.  She  paid  thern  all.  She 
had  in  effe£t  the  fole  difpofal  of  her  own  inter- 
nal government.  This  whole  ftate  of  com- 
mercial fervitude  and  civiriiberty,  taken  toge- 
ther, is  certainly  not  perfect  freedom;  but, 
comparing  it  with  the  ordinary  circumftances 
of  human  natufe,  it  was  an  happy  and  a  liberal 
^onditioq. 

I  know.  Sir,  that  great  and  not  unfuccefs- 
ful  pains  have  been  taken  to  inflame  our  mind^ 
by  an  outcry,  in  this  Houfe  and  out  of  it,  that 
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in  America  the  ad  of  navigation  neither  Is,  or 
ever  was,  obeyed.  But  if  you  take  the  Co- 
lonies through,  I  affirm,  that  its  authority 
never  was  dilputed ;  that  it  was  no  where  dis- 
puted for  any  length  of  time ;  and  on  the 
whole,  that  it  was  well  obfervcd.  Whcreever 
the  Adi  preffed  hard,  many  individuals  indeed 
evaded  it.  This  is  nothing.  Thefe  fcattered 
individuals  never  denied  the  law,  and  never 
obeyed  it.  Juft  as  it  happens  whenever  the 
laws  of  trade,  whenever  the  laws  of  revenue, 
prefs  hard  upon  the  people  in  England;  in  that 
cafe  all  your  fhores  are  full  of  contraband. 
Your  right  to  give  a  monopoly  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  your  right  to  lay  immenfe 
duties  on  French  brandy,  are  not  difputed  in 
England.  You  do  not  make  this  charge  on 
any  man.  But  you  know  that  there  is  not  a 
creek  from  Pentland  Frith  to  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  in  which  they  do  not  fmuggle  im- 
menjfe  quantities  of  teas,  Eaft  India  goods, 
^nd  brandies.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the 
authority  of  Gov.  Bernard  in  this  point  is  in- 
difputable^  Speaking  of  thefe  laws,  as  they 
regarded  that  part  of  America  now  in  fo  un- 
happy a  condition,  he  fays,  *'  I  believe  they 
«'  are  no  where  better  fupported  than  in  this 
*'  Province :  I  do  not  pretend  that  it  is  entirely 
*<  free  from  a  breach  of  thefe  laws ;  but  that 
*'  fuch  a  breach,  if  difcovered,  is  juftly  pu-i 
**  niflied."  What  more  can  you  fay  of  the 
obedience  to  any  laws  in  any  Country  ?  An 
obedience  to  thefe  laws  fprmed  the  acknow- 
■■■'  yf- .  .  .^i         ,^  ..    :,      u      ledgement, 
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ledgement,  inftituted  by  yourfelves,  for  your 
fuperiprity :  and  was  the  payipent  you  origi-i 
nally  impofed  for  your  protedtioii. 

Whether  you  were  right  or  wrong  in  efta- 
blifliing  the  Colonics  on  the  principles  of  comp. 
mercial  monopoly,  rather  than  on  that  of  re^ 
venue,  is  at  this  day  a  problem  of  mere  Ipe- 
culation.  You  cannot  have  both  by  tjie; 
fame  authority.  To  join  together  the  re- 
ftraints  of  an  univerfal  internal  and  .external 
monopoly,  with  an  univerfal  internal  and  ex- 
ternal taxation,  is  an  unnatural  union ;  perfe£l:' 
uncompenfated  flavery.  You  h^ve  long  fincet; 
decided  for  yourfelf  ar^dthem;  and  you  ai;d 
they  have  profpered  exceedingly  under  that 
decision.  .      '  "    ' 

This  nal;ion,  Sir,  never  thought  of  depart- 
ing from  that  choice  until  the  period  imme-^ 
diately  on  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war.  Then  a 
fcheme  of  gqvernment  new  in  many  things' 
feemed  to  have  been  adopted,  I  faw,  or 
thought  I  faw,  feveral  fymptoms  of  a  great 
change,  whilft  I  fat  in  your  gallery,  a  good; 
while  before  I  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in 
this  Houfe,  At  that  period  the  neceflity  vvas 
eftabliflied  of  keeping  up  no  lefs  than  twenty 
new  regiments,  with  twenty,  colonels  capable, 
of  feats  in  this  Houfe.  This  (cheme  was. 
adopted  with  very  general  applaufe  from  aU, 
fides,  at  the  very  time  that,  by  your  cou- 
queit?  ia  Anaerica,  your  danger  from  foreign 
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attempts  in  that  part  of  the  world  was  much 
leflened,  or  indeed  rather  quite  over.  When 
this  huge  encreafe  of  military  eftahlifhment 
was  refolved  on,  a  revenue  was  to  be  found 
to  fupport  fo  great  a  burthen.  Country  gen- 
tlemen, the  great  patrons  of  oeconomy,  and 
|:he  great  refifters  of  a  (landing  armed  force, 
would  not  Jiave  entered  with  much  alacrity 
into  the  vote  for  fo  largp  and  fo  expenfive  an 
army,  if  they  had  been  very  fure  that  they 
were  to  continue  to  pay  for  it.  But  hopes  of 
another  kind  were  held  out  to  them ;  and  in 
particular,  I  well  remember,  that  M»*.  fown- 
ihend,  in  a  brilliant  harangue  on  this  fub- 
je6l,  did  dazzle  them,  by  playing  before  their 
eyes  the  image  of  a  revenue  to  be  raifed  it^ 
America. 


I    " 


Here  bipgan  to  dawn  the  firft  glirnmerings 
of  this  new  polony  fyftein.  It  appeared  more 
diftindly  afterwards,  when  it  was  devolved 
upon  a  perfbn  to  whom,  on  other  accoiints, 
this  Country  owes  very  great  obligations.  I 
do  believe,  that  he  had  a  very  ferious  defire  to 
benefit  the  public.  But  with  no  fmall  ftudy 
of  the  detail,  he  did  not  feem  to  have  his 
view,  at  lead  equally,  carried  to  the  total  cir- 
cuit of  our  affairs.  He  generally  confidered 
his  objects  in  lights  that  were  rather  too  de- 
tached. Whether  the  bufineft.  of  an  American 
revenue  was  impofed  upon  him  altogether ; 
whether  it  was  entirely  the  refult  of  his  own 
ipeculation ;   or,  what  is  more  probable,  that 
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his  own  ideas  rather  coincided  with  the  in- 
ftru6tions  he  had  received ;  certain  it  is,  that, 
with  the  heft  intentions  in  the  world,  he  firft 
brought  this  fatal  fcheme  into  form,  and  efta- 
blifhed  it  by  ad  of  parliament. 

No  hian  can  believe,  that  at  this  time  o^ 
day  I  mean  to  lean  on  the  venerable  memory 
of  a  great  man,  whofe  lofs  we  deplore  in  com- 
mon. Our  little  party -differences  have  been 
long  ago  compofed;  and  I  have  afled  more 
with  him,  and  certainly  with  more  pleafure 
with  him,  than  ever  I  a£ted  againft  him.  Un- 
doubtedly Mr.  Grenville  was  a  firft-rate  figure 
in  this  country.  With  a  mafculine  under- 
ftanding,  and  a  flout  and  refolute  heart,  he 
had  an  application  undiffipated  and  unwearied. 
He  took  public  bufinefs,  not  as  a  duty  which 
he  was  to  fulfil,  but  as  a  pleafure  he  was  to 
enjoy ;  and  he  feemed  to  have  no  delight  out 
of  this  Houfe,  except  in  fuch  things  as  fbme 
way  related  to  the  bufinefs  that  was  to  be  done 
within  it.  If  he  was  ambitious,  I  will  fay 
this  for  him,  his  ambition  was  of  a  noble  and 
generous  ftrain.  It  was  to  raife  himfelf,  not 
by  the  low  pimping  politics  of  a  court,  but  to 
win  his  way  to  power,  through  the  laborious 
gradations  of  public  fervice ;  and  to  fecure 
to  himfelf  a  well-earned  rank  in  Parliament, 
by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  conftitution, 
and  a  perfect  pradlice  in  all  its  bufinefs. 

Sif,^ 
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Sir,  if  fuch  a  man  fell  into  errors,  it  ipuft 
be  From  defeats  not  intrinfical ;  they  mufl  be 
ratlier  fought  in  the  particular  habits  of  his 
life  ;  which,  though  they  do  not  alter  the 
ground-work  of  charadler,  yet  tinge  it  with 

Seir  own  hue.  He  was  bred  iii  a  pirofeflion. 
e  was  bred  to  the  law^  which  is,  in  my  opi- 
rjion^  one  of  the  nrtt  and  iioblert  of  human 
fciences :  a  fcience  which  does  more  to  quicken 
and  invigorate  the  underftanding,  tban  all  the 
other  kinds  oif learning  put  together;  but  it  is 
not  apt,  except  in  perfons  very  happily  born, 
to  open  and  to  liberalize  the  mind  exadlly  in 
the  ftme  proportion.  F^afling  from  that  ftudy 
he  did  not  go  very  largely  into  the  world; 
but  plunged  into  bufihefs ;  I  mean  into  the 
bufi^efs  of  office;  and  the, limited  and  fixed 
riietliods  and  forms  eflabliflicd  there.  Much 
i^nowledge  is  to  be  had  undoubtedly  in  that 
line;  and  there  is  no  know^ledge  which  is  not 
valuable.  Sut  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  nieii 
too  much  converfant  in  office  are  rarely  minds 
of  remarkable  enlargement,  'f  heir  habits  of 
office  are  apt  to  give  them  a  turn  to  think  the 
lubftance  of  bufinefs  not  to  be  much  more  im- 
portant than  the  forms  in  which  it  is  con- 
au£l:ed.  Thefe  forms  are  adapted  to  ordinary 
occaiions ;  and  therefore  perfons  who  are  nur- 
tured in  office  do  admirably  well,  as  long  as 
things  go  on  in  their  common  order;  but 
when  the  high  roads  are  broken  up,  and  the 
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opened,  and  the  file  affords  no  precedent,  then 
it  is  that  a  greater  knowledge  of  mankind,  and 
a  far  more  extenfive  comprehenfion  of  thiiigs, 
is  requifite  than  ever  office  gave,  or  than  office 
can  ever  p*  'e.  M,r,  Grenville  thought  better 
of  the  wifdom  and  power  of  human  legiflation 
than  in  truth  it  deferves.  He  conceived,  and 
many  conceived  along  with  him,  that  the 
flouri(hihg  trade  of  this  country  was  greatly 
owing  to  law  and  inftitution,  and  not  quite  fb 
much  to  liberty ;  for  but  too  many  are  apt  to 
believe  regulation  to  be  commerce,  and  taxes 
to  be  revenue.  Among  regulations,  that 
which  flood  firfl  in  reputation  was  his  idol. 
I  mean  the  a£t  of  navigation.  He  has  often 
profeflied  it  to  be  fo.  'f'he  policy  of  that  adt 
is,  I  readily  admit,  in  many  refpe^ls  well  un- 
derflood.  But  I  do  fay,  that,  if  the  adl  be  fuf- 
fered  to  run  the  full  length  of  its  principle, 
and  is  not  changed  and  modified  according  to 
the  change  of  times  and  the  fluctuation  of 
circumf!ances,  it  mufl  do  great  mifchief,  and 
frequently  even  defeat  its  own  purpofe. 

■  After  the  war,  and  in  the  lafl  year  of  it, 
the  trade  of  America  had  cncreafed  far  beyond 
t'hie  fpeculations  of  the  moft  fanguine  iniagi- 
natibn.  It  fwelled  oiit  on  every  fide.  It  filledf 
all  its  proper  channels  to  the  brim.  It  over- 
flowed with  a  rich  redundance,  and,  breaking 
its  banks  on  the  right  and  on  the  left,  it  fpread 
out  upon  fome  places,  where  it  was  indeed! 
improper,  upon  others  where  it  was  only  irte- 
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gular.  It  is  the  nature  of  all  greatnefs  not  td 
Be  exa«Stj  atid  great  trade  will  always  be  at- 
tended with  confiderable  abufes.  Tiie  contra- 
band will  always  keep  pace  in  fome  meafute 
with  the  fair  trade.  It  (hould  ftand  as  a  fun- 
damental maxim,  that  no  vulgar  precaution 
ought  to  be  employed  in  the  cure  of  evils, 
which  are  clofely  connected  with  the  caufe  of 
our  profperity.  Perhaps  this  great  pcrfon 
turned  his  eyes  fomewhat  lefs  than  was  juft, 
towards  the  incredible  increafc  of  the  fair  trade ; 
and  looked  with  fomething  of  too  exquifite  a 
jealoufy  towards  the  contraband.  He  certainly 
felt  a  fingular  degree  of  anxiety  on  the  fubjed  J 
and  even  began  to  adt  from  that  paffion  earlier 
than  is  commonly  imagined.  For  whilft  he 
was  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  though  not 
llriAly  called  upon  in  his  official  line,  he  pre- 
lented  a  very  ftrong  memorial  to  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  (my  lord  Bute  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  board)  heavily  complaining  of  the 
growth  of  the  illicit  commerce  in  America* 
Some  mifchief  happened  even  at  that  time 
from  this  over-earneft  zeal.  Much  greater 
happened  afterwards  when  it  operated  with 
greater  power  in  the  higheft  department  of  the 
finances.  The  bonds  of  the  a6t  of  navigation 
were  ftraitened  fo  much,  that  America  was  oil 
the  point  of  having  no  ttade,  either  contra- 
band or  legitimate.  They  found,  under  the 
conftrudion  and  execution  then  ufed,  the  a6t 
no  longer  tying  but  adually  ftrangling  them. 
All  this  coming  with  new  enumerations  of 
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tbmmodlties;  with  regulations  which  in  a 
nianner  ptlt  a  flop  to  the  mutual  coafting  in- 
tercourfe  of  the  Colonies ;  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  courts  of  admiralty  under  various  im- 
proper circumftances ;  with  a  ludden  extinc- 
tion of  the  paper  currencies  ;  with  a  compul- 
fory  provifion  for  the  quartering  of  fuKliers; 
the  people  of  America  thought  theniielves 
proceeded  againft  as  delinquents,  or  at  beft  as 
people  under  fufpicion  of  delinquency  ;  and  in 
fuch  a  manner  as,  they  imagined,  their  recent 
fervices  in  the  war  did  not  at  all  meriti  Any 
of  thefe  innumeratrle  regulations,  perhaps, 
would  not  have  alarmed  alone ;  fome  might 
be  thought  reafonable ;  the  multitude  ilruck 
them  with  terror,     i  ;-y'sJ;.  -   ;  '  -    ',''■'*    ' 
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>  But  the  grand  manceuvre  in  that  bulinefs  off 
hew  regulating  the  Colonies,^  was  the  15  th  a6fc 
of  the  fourth  of  George  III. ;  which,  befides 
containing  feveral  of  the  matters  to  which  I 
have  juft  alluded,  opened  a  new  principle  :  and 
here  properly  began  the  fecond  period  of  the 
policy  of  this  country  with  regard  to  the  Go- 
lonies;  by  which  the  fcheme  of  a  regular 
plantation  parliairientary  revenue  was  adopted 
-in  theory;  and  lettled  in  pradtice^  A  reteitue 
hot  fubftituted  in  the  place  of,  birt  fujteradded 
to,  a  monopoly  j  which  monopoly  was  en* 
forced  at  the  fanie  time  with  additional  (Iridt- 
iiefs,    and  the   execution   put   into  military 
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'  This  a£l:,  Sir,  had  for  the  firft  time  the  title 
of  **  granting  duties  in  the  Colonies  and  Plan- 
*>  tations  of  America  ;*'  and  for  the  firft  time 
it  was  averted  in  the  preamble,  **  that  it  was 
**ju/i  and  necejj'ary  that  a  revenue  Ihould  be 
"  raifed  there.'*  Then  came  the  technical 
words  of  **  giving  and  granting;"  and  thus  a 
complete  American  revenue  ad  was  made,  \\\ 
-ill  the  forms,  and  with  a  full  avowal  of  the 
right,  equity,  policy,  and  even  ncccflily,  of 
taxing  the  Colonies,  without  any  formal  con- 
lent  of  theirs*  There  are  contained  alfo  itt 
the  preamble  to  that  a6l  thefe  very  remarkable 
words— -the  Commons,  &c. — "  being  defirous 
*'  to  make  Jome  provifion  in  the  prejent  Seflioii 
*'  of  Parliament  towards  raifing  the  faid  reve- 
**  nue."  By  thefe  words  it  appeared  to  the 
Colonies,  that  this  ad  was  but  a  begimiing  of 
Ibrrows  J  that  every  feffion  was  to  produce 
ibmething  of  the  fame  kind ;  that  we  were  to 
go  on  from  day  to  day,  in  charging  themi  with 
liich  ta&es  as  we  pleafed,  for  llich  a  military 
force  ad  we  (hould  think  proper.  Had  this 
plan  been  puilued,  it  was  evident  that  the  pro- 
vincial aflemblies,  in  which  the  Americans  felt 
all  their  portion  of  importance,  and  beheld 
their  Ible  image  of  freedom,  were  ipfefaSio  an- 
Bthilated.  This  ill  profped  before  them-  fcemed 
to  be  boundlcfs  in  extent,  and  endlcfs  in  dura- 
tion. Sir,  thty  were  not  miftaken.  The  Mi- 
niftry  valued  themfelves  when  this  ad  pafled, 
and  when  they  gave  notice  of  the  Stamp  Ad, 
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that  both  of  the  duties  came  very  (hort  of 
their  ideas  of  American  taxation.  Great  was 
the  applaufe  of  this  meaiure  here.  In  England 
we  cried  out  for  new  taxes  on  America,  whilft 
they  cried  out  that  they  were  nearly  crufhed 
with  thofe  which  the  war  and  their  own  grants 
had  brought  upon  them. 


- .  <» 


Sir,  It  has  been  faid  in  the  debate,  that 
when  the  firft  American  revenue  a£l  (the  aft 
in  1 764,  impofing  the  port  duties)  paued,  the 
Americans  did  not  object  to  the  principle.  Ic 
is  true  they  touched  it  but  very  tenderly.  It 
was  not  a  dire£t  attack.  They  wpre,  it  is  true, 
as  yet  novices  j  as  yet  unaccuftomed  to  direct 
attacks  upon  any  of  the  rights  of  Parliament. 
The  duties  were  port  duties,  like  thofe  they 
had  been  accuflomed  to  bear ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  title  was  not  the  fame,  the 
preamble  not  the  fame,  and  the  fpirit  altogether 
Unlike.  But  of  what  fervice  is  this  obferva- 
tion  to  the  caufe  of  thofe  that  make  it?  It  is  a 
full  '  otutation  of  the  pretence  for  their  prefent 
ciuelty  to  America  ;  for  it  (hews,  out  of  their 
own  mouths,  that  our  Colonies  were  back- 
ward to  enter  into  the  prefent  vexatious  and 
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ruinous  controverfy. 

There  is  ahb  another  circulation  abroad, 
(fpread  with  a  maligtunt  intention,  which  I 
cannot  attribute  to  thole  who  fay  the  fame 
thing  in  this  houfe)  that  Mr.  Grenville  gave 
the  Colony  agents  an  option  for  their  afjiem- 
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tiles  to  tax  themfelves,  which  they  had  re* 
fufed.  I  find  that  much  ftrefs  is  laid  on  this^ 
as  a  ho..  However,  it  happens  neither  to-  be 
true  nor  poffible.  1  will  obfferve  firfl:,  that 
Mr.  Grenville  never  thought  fit  to  make  this 
tipo\ogy  for  himfelf  in  the  innumerable  de- 
bates that  were  had  upon  the  fubjed.  Ht 
might  have  propofed  to  the  Colony  agents, 
that  they  fhpuld  agree  in  fome  mode  of  taxa- 
tion as  the  ground  of  an  A£t  of  Parliament. 
But  he  never  could  have  propofed  that  they 
fhould  tax  themfelves  on  requisition,  which  is 
the  aflertion  of  the  day.  Indeed,  Mr.  Gren* 
ville  well  knew,  that  the  Colony  agents  could 
have  no  geiier'al  powers  to  confent  to  it ;  and 
they  had  no  tirne  to  confult  their  afleftiblies 
for  particular  powers,  before  he  pafled  kis  firil 
'revenue  aft.  If  you  Compare  dates,  you  will 
find  it  tmpoffible.  Burthened  as  the  agent's 
knew  the  Colonies  were  at  that  time,  they 
could  rtot  give  the  leaf):  hope  of  fuch  grants. 
His  own  favourite  Governor  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Americans  were  not  thenr  taxable 
objcdS'  J 
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equity  of  fuch  a  taxation,     I  dorit  mean  to  dif- 

pule  the  reajonablenefs  of  America,  contributing  to 

•jhe  charges  of  Qreitt  Britain  ^hen  (he  i's  able; 

/  heileve^  would  the  Americans  tl^emfehes 

id  feafon. 
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proper  tnne 


But  it  Jhould  be  conjukred^  that  the  American 
'governments  ihemfelvet  hdw^  In  the  profeouilon-  df 
■      '  -  thi 
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the  late  war^  contradied  very  large  debts ;  'Which 
it  will  take  fame  years  to  pay  off,  and  in  the 
mean  time  occajion  very  burdenfome  taxes  fpf- 
that  purpofe  only.  For  injlance,  this  govern^ 
menty  which  is  as  much  before-hand  0S  any% 
raifes  every  year  37?  500  /.  Jierling  for  finking 
their  debt,  and  muji  continue  it  for  four  years 
longer  at  leajl  before  it  will  be  clear  *^ 


!.' »  '    ■' 


Thefe  are  the  words  of  Governor  Bernard's 
Letter  to  a  member  of  the  old  mini  ft  ry,  and 
which  he  has  fince  printed,  Mr.  Grenville 
could  not  have  made  this  prppofitiqn  to  the 
agents,  for  another  reafon.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion, which  he  has  declared  in  this  Houfe  an 
hundred  times,  that  the  Colonies  could  npt 
legally  grant  any  revenue  to  the  Crown  ;  and 
that  infinite  mifchiefs  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  power,  Whei)  Mr.  Gren- 
ville had  paired  the  fir  It  revenue  ad,  and  iu 
the  fame  leffion  had  made  this  Houfe  come  to 
iji  .refolution  for  laying  a  ftamp-duty  on  Ame* 
rica ;  between  that  time  ana  the  paffing  the 
ft^mp-aft  into  a  law,  he  told  a  confiderable  and 
moft  refpedable  merchant,  a  member  of  this 
Houfe,  whom  I  am  truly  forry  I  do  not  now 
fee  in  his  place,  when  he  reprefented  againfl: 
this  proceeding,  that  if  the  ftamp-duty  was 
difliked,  he  was  willing  to  exchange  it  for  any 
other  equally  produdlive ;  but  that,  if  he  ob- 
jeded  to  the  Americans  being  taxed  by  Parlia^ 
raent,  he  might  fave  himfelf  the  trouble  pf 
|}?e  difcuftion,  as  he  was  determined  on  the 
•     >  ^  P  3  meafyre. 
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meafure.    This  is  the  hSt,  and,  if  you  pleafe^ 
I'  will  mention  a  very  uncjijeftionable  authority 


for  it. 
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Thus j  Sir,  I  haye  difpofed  of  this  falfehood. 
But  falfehood  has  a  perennial  fpring.  k  i« 
faid,  that  no  conjedure  could  be  made  of  the 
dlflike  of  the  Colonies  to  $he  principle.  This 
is  as  untrue  as  the  other,  After  the  relblution 
of  the  Houfe,  and  before  the  palling  of  the 
flamp-ad,  the  Colonies  of  Maflachuiet's  Bay 
and  New  York  did  fend  remonil'rances,  obje^- 
ing  to  this  mode  of  parliamentary  taxation. 
What  was  the  confequence  ?  They  were  fup- 
prefled  ;  they  were  put  under  the  table  ;  not- 
withftartding  an  order  of  counQJl  to  the  con- 
trary, by  the  miniftry  which  compoied  the 
very  council  that  had  made  the  order  ;  and 
thus  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  its  bufinefs  of 
taxing,  without  the  leaft  regular  knowledge  of 
the  Gbje£lions  which  were  made  to  it/  But,  tQ 
give  that  Houfe  its  due,  it  was  not  over  de* 
firous  to  receive  information,  pr  to  hear  rc- 
monftrance.  On  the  15th  of  February,  1765, 
whilft  the  ftamp-adl  was  under  deliberation, 
they  refufed  with  fcorn  even  fo  much  as  to 
receive  four  petitions  prefented  from  fo  refpec-. 
table  Colonies  a§  Connecticut,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Virginia,  and  Carolina;  befidcs  one  from  the 
traders  of  Jamaica.  As  to  the  Colonies,  they 
had  no  alternative  left  to  them,  but  to  difobey ; 
or  to  pay  the  taxes  impofed  by  that  Parliament 
wliicii  was  not  luffered,  or  did  not  fuffer  itfe^f. 


a 
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even  to  hear  them  remonftrate  upon  the  fub« 
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This  was  the  ftatc  of  the  Colonies  before 
his  Majefty  thought  fit  to  change  his  minifters. 
It  {lands  upon  no  authority  of  mine.  It  is 
proved  by  uncontrovertible  records.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  defired  fome  of  us  to  lay  our 
hands  upon  our  hearts,  and  anfwer  to  his  que- 
ries upon  the  hidorical  part  of  this  confidera* 
tion ;  and  by  his  manner  (as  well  as  my  eyes 
could  difcern  it)  he  Teemed  to  addrefs  himftlf 


to  me,  c 


)afia>i. 
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Sir,  I  will  anfwer  him  as  clearly  as  I  am 
able,  and  with  great  opennefs :  I  have  nothing 
to  conceal.  In  the  year  fixty-five,  being  in  a 
very  private  ftation,  far  enough  from  any  line 
of  buiinefs,  and  not  having  the  honour  of  a 
feat  in  this  Houfe,  it  was  my  fortune,  un- 
knowing and  unknown  to  the  then  miniflry, 
by  the  intervention  of  a  common  friend,  to 
become,  connected  with  a  very  noble  perfon, 
and  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury  department. 
It  was  indeed  in  a  fit  nation  of  little  rank  and 
no  confequence,  fuitable  to  the  mediocrity  of 
my  talents  and  pretenfions.  But  a  lituation 
near  enough  to  enable  me  to  fee,  as  well  as 
others,  what  was  going  on ;  and  I  did  fee  in 
that  noble  perfon  fuch  found  principles,  fuch 
an  enlargement  of  mind,  fuch  clear  and  faga- 
cious  fenfe,  and  fuch  unihaken  fortitude,  as 
have  bound  me,  as  well  us  others  much  better 
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than  me,  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to  him 
from  that  time  forward.  Sir,  Lord  Rocking- 
ham very  early  in  that  fummcr  received  a 
ftrong  reprerentation  from  niany  weighty 
Engliih  merchants  and  manufadurers,  from 
governors 'of  provim  ;s  arid  commanders  of 
men  of  war,  againft  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
American  cornmercial  regulations:  iand  parti- 
cularly with  regard  to  the  total  ruin  which 
was  threatned  to  the  Spanifti  trade.  I  helieve. 
Sir,  the  noble  Lord  fdon  faw  his  way  in  this 
bufinefs.  But'  he  did  not  rjiihly  determine 
^gai'nft  fiiSts  v^hich  it  might  be  fuppofed  were 
the  refult  of  much  deliberation.  However, 
Sir,  he  fcarcely  '  began  to  open  the  ground, 
Whan  the  whole  veteran  body  of  office  took 
the  alarm.  A  violent  outcry  of  all  (except  thole 
who-  knew  and  felt  the  mifchief)  was  raifed 
againft  any  alteration.  On  one  hand,  his 
attempt  was  a  dire£t  violation  of  treaties  and 
public  law. — On  the  other,  the  AO:  of  Na- 
vigation and  air  the  corps  df  trade  lavirs  were 
drawri  up  in  array  ^gsinft  it,  '^* . -.  .. 


i:v 


The  firfl:  ftcp  the  noble  Lord  took,  was  to 
have  the  Opinion  ofhis  excellent,  learned,  and 
ever- lamented  friend  the  late  Mr.  Yorke^  then 
attorney  getieral,  on  the  point  of  law.  When 
he  knew  that  formally  and  officially,  which  in 
fubftance  he  had  know^h  b6for6,  he  imme- 
diately difpatched  orders  to  riedrefs  the  griev- 
Mmc^,  But*  I  will  fay  it  for  the  th6n  minifter, 
}ie  k  of  that  cpnl^itutiop  of  min^,  that  I  know 


'm 
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he  would  have  iffued,  on  the  fame  critical 
occafion,  the  very  fame  orders,  if  the  Afts  of 
•Trade  had  been,  as  they  virere  not,  direftly 
againfl  him  ;  and  woyld  have  chearfully  fub- 
mitted  to  the  e<^uity  of  Parliament  for  hip 
indemnity,    js^        *    '-j;  v  -^  ^^ 

On  the  cbnclufion  of  this  bufincfs  of  the 
Spanifh  trade,  the  news  of  the  troubles,  qu 
account  of  the  ftamp-a^,  arrived  in  England, 
It  wras  not  until  the  end  of  0£tober  that  tljefe 
accounts  were  received.  No  fooner  had  tjic 
found  of  that  mighty  tempeft  reached  us  in 
England,  than  the  whole  of  the  then  oppofi- 
fion,  inftead  of  feeling  humbled  by  the  un- 
happy iflue  of  their  meafures,  ieemed  to  be 
infinitely  elated,  and  cried  out,  that  the  miiiif- 
try,  from  envy  to  the  glory  of  their  prede- 
cefibrs,  were  prepared  to  repeal  the  ftamp-a£t» 
Near  nine  years  after,  the  Hon.  Gentlernaii 
takes  quite  opposite  ground,  and  iiow  chal- 
lenges me  to  put  my  hand  to  my  Heart,  and 
fay,  whether  the  miniftry  had  refolved  on  the 
repeal  till  a  con^derable  time  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament.  Though  1  do  not  very  well 
know  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  wifhes  to 
infer  from  the  admiflion,  or  from  the  denial, 
of  this  fa€t,  on  which  he  fo  earneftly  adjures 
me ;  \  dc3i  put  my  hand  on  my  heart;  an4 
allure  him,  that  they  did  not  come  to  a  refolu- 
|:ion  dire^iy  to  repeal.  They  weighed  this 
matter  as  its  difficulty  and  importance  re- 
fl\)ired.  They  cpnfidered  maturely  among 
^ "  .  '  ^  '  UiPmlelves* 
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thcmiclvcs.  They  confulted  with  all  who 
icould  give  advice  cr  informatiom.  It  was 
not  determined  vntil  ai  litlle  before  tJae  meet- 
ing of  Parliament ;  bv^  it  waa  deteroaiiied, 
and  the  maiti  lii>es  of  their  owu  plaia  marked 
out,  before  that  meeting.  Two  quejftions  arofe 
(I  hope  I  am  not  going  into  a  narrative  trou* 
bkfome  to  the  Houfe^ 
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•  The  fir{):  of  the*  two  eonfidefations  waa, 
whetlier  the  repeal  ihould  be  tqtail,  or  whe- 
ther only  partial;  taking  put  ©v^ry  thing 
burthenfome  and  prodydive, ,  and  referving 
only  an  empty  acknowledgement,- fuch  ai  ^^ 
ftamp  on  cards  and  dice.  The  other  queiiion 
was,  On  what  principle  the  a€t  fliould  be  re-p 
pealed?  On  this  head  alfo  two  principles  were 
flarted.  Oqc,  that  the  legiflative  riglKs  of 
this  country,  with  regard  to  America,  were 
not  entire,  bat  had  certain  re^idions  and 
Jimititions.  The  other. principle  was,  that 
taxes  of  this  kind  were  contrary  to  the  funda^ 
mental  principles  of  commerce. on  which  the 
Colonies  were  founded ;  and  contrary  to  every 
idea  of  political  equity ;  by  which  equity  we 
^re  bound,  as  much  as  pofiible  to  ei^tend  the 
fpirit  and  benefit  of  the  Britiih  eonlHtution 
to  every  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions.  The 
option,  both  of  the  meafure  and  of  the  prinif* 
ciple  of  repeal,  was:  made  before  the  feiSon ; 
^iid  I  WQftd^r  how  ^ny  oue  caij  r^ad  the,  King's 
,.,..,  Speech 


" 
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Speech  at  the  opening  of  that  feffion,  without 
feeing  in  that  Speech  both  the  repeal  and  the 
declaratory  adl  v«ry  Efficiently  crayoned  out, 
Thofe  who  cannot  fee  this,  can  fee  nothing. 

Surely  the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think 
that  a  great  deal  lefs  tixne  than  was  then  em- 
ployed, ought  to  have  been  fpent  in  delibera- 
tion ;  when  he  confiders  that  the  news  of  the 
troubles  did  not  arrive  tiU  towards  the  end  of 
O^ober.  The  Parliament  fat  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies on  the  14th  day  of  December,  and  ot^ 
bufinefs  the  14th  qf  the  following  Jatiuary. 

Sir,  A  partial  repeal,  or,  as  the  hon  ton  of 
court  then  was,  a  modification^  would  have 
fatisfied  a  timid,  unfyftematic,  procraftinatang 
mjniftry,  as  fuch  a  meafure  has  fince  done  fuch 
a  minjftry.  A  modification  is  the  conftant  re- 
fource  of  weak  undeciding  minds.  To  repeal 
by  a  denial  qf  our  right  to  tax  in  the  preamble 
(and  this  too  did  not  want  advifers),  would 
have  cutf  in  the  herpic  il:yle,  the  Gordiat^ 
knot  with  a  fword.  Either  meafure  would 
have  coft  no  more  thai^  a  day's  debate.  But 
when  the  total  repeal  was  adopted  ;  and  adopt- 
ed on  principles  of  policy,  of  equity,  and 
of  coinmerce ;  this  plan  made  it  neceffary  tq 
enter  into  many  and  difficult  meafures.  It 
became  neceffary  to  open  a  very  large  field  of 
evidence  comnaenfurate  to  thcfe  e^^tenlive  views. 
But  then  this  labour  did  knights  fervice.  It 
9pene<j|  the  eve^  pi  fcveral  1^^  the  true  ftate  of 


the  American  affairs ;  it  enlarged  thcrr  idea^  ; 
k  removed  prejudices ;  and  it  conciliated  tho 
cpinions  and  affediions  of  men.  The  noble 
Lord,  who  then  took  the  lead  in  adminiflra- 
tion,  my  Hon.  Friend*  under  me,  and  a  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  +  (if  he  will  not  reject  his 
fhare,  and  it  was  a  large  one,  of  this  bufinefs) 
exerted  the  moft  laudable  induftry  in  bringing 
l^e^re  you  the  fuUeft,  mod  impartial,  and 
leaft-garbled  body  of  evidence  that  ever  was 
produced  to  this  Houfe.  I  think  the  enquiry 
Ififted  in  the  Committee  for  fix  weeks;  and  at' 
its  conclufioii  thin  Houfe,  by  an  independent, 
no^le,  Spirited,  and  unexpected  majority  {  by 
9  majority  that  will  redeem  all  the  a6ls  ever 
<}one  by  majorities  in  Parliament ;  in  the  teeth 
of  all  the  old  mercenary  Swifs  of  ftate,  in  de- 
Ipite  of  all  the  fpeculators  and  augurs  of  poli-» 
tical  events,  in  defiance  of  the  whole  embat- 
tled legion  of  veteran  penlioners  and  praiflifed 
iiiftruments  of  a  court,  gave  a  tqtjkl  repeal  to 
the  ftamp-a<3:,  and  (if  it  had  been  fo  permit* 
tpd)  3  laftiug  peace  to  this  whole  empire,     ..*.;i 
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I  ftate.  Sir,  thefe  particulars,  'becaufe  thi« 
a£t  of  fpirit  and  fortitude  has  lately  been,  in 
the  civculation  of  ^he  feafon,  and  in  fome  ha^. 
^SLrded  declamations  in  this  Houfe,  attributed/ 
to  timidity.     If  Sir,  the  condud  of  miniftry, 
in  propofing  the  repeal,  had  arifen  from  timi- 
dity with  regard  to  themfelves,  it  would  havg , 
l;?een  greatly  to  be  condemned.  Interred  tiiui-? 


Mr.  Dbw4eAveiJ»  i«i^V5,-i-  iGeacr^  Conway* 
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^it}^  dlfgracfis  as  much  in  the  cablnef ,  as  pet* 
fonal  timidity  does  in  the  field.  But  timidity^ 
with  regard  to  the  well-being  of  our  country, 
heroic  virtue.    The  noble  Lord  who  theri 


IS 


Conduced  affairs,  and  his  worthy  collegues, 
whilft  they  trembled  at  the  profpcd:  of  fuch 
diftreflfes  as  you  have  fince  brought  upon  your- 
felves,  were  not  afraid  fteadily  to  look  in  the 
face  that  glariiHg  and  dazzhng  influence  at 
which  the  eyes  of  eagles  have  blenched.  He 
looked  in  the  face  one  of  the  ableft,  and,  let 
me  fay,  not  the  moft  fcrupulous  oppofitions, 
that  perhaps  ever  was  in  this  Houfe,  and  with- 
ftood  it,  unaided  by,  even  one  of,  the  uR^af 
fupports  of  adminiftration.  He  did  this  whett 
he  repealed  the  ilamp-adt^  He  looked  ia  tht 
face  a  perfon  he  had  long  refpedled  and  regard* 
ed,  and  whofe  aid  was  then  particularly  want* 
ing;  I  mean  Lord  Chatham.  He  did  Chii 
when  he  pafled  the  declaratory  aiSfc,  •    -: 

"  It  is  now  given  owt,  for  tht  ufual  putpofeSf 
by  the  ufual  emiiTaries,  that  Lord  Rooking<* 
ham  did  not  confent  to  the  repeal  of  ^his  aid: 
tmtil  he  was  bullied  into  it  by  Lord  Chatham  f 
and  the  reporters  have  gone  fo  far  as  publickly 
to  aflert,  in  an  hundred  companies,  that  th* 
Hon.  Gentleman  under  ihe  gallery*,  wha 
propofed  the  repeal  in  the  Anierican  Commit- 
tee, had  another  fett  of  fefolutiorts  in  his  poc-* 
ket  diredly  the  reverfe  of  thofe  he  moveck 
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Thefe  artifices  of  a  defperate  caiile  arc,  at  tills 
time,  fpread  abroad,  with  incredible  care,  in 
every  part  of  the  town,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  loweft  companies ;  as  if  the  induftry  of 
the  circulation  were  to  make  amends  for  the 
abfurdity  of  the  report.-   : »,;  f^rrrti  vi.ii  t?!f'/? 

/i/fSir,  Whether  the  noble  Lord  Is  of  a  com- 
plexion to  be  bullied  by  Lord  Chatham,  or  by 
any  man,  I  mud  fubmit  to  thofe  who  know 
hipi*  I  confefs,  wh^n  I  look  back  to  that 
tiH)^).  I  confider  him  ad  placed  in  one  of  the 
IH^  trying  fituations  in  which,  perhaps,  any 
iiMin.  ever  Itood.  In  the  Houfe  of  Peers  there 
were  very  few  of  the  miniftry,  out  of  the 
noble  Lord's  own  particular  connexion,  (ex- 
£sept  Lord  Egmont,  who  a£led,  a»  far  as  I 
coul4  difcern,  an  lionourbSle  and  manly  part,) 
th^^  did  not  look  to  fome  Other  future  arrange- 
ment, whiqhf  warped  his  politicks.  There 
were  in  both  houfes  new  and  menacing  ap- 
pea)>af)ce6,  that  n^ight  very  naturaUy  drive  any 
ot\k^f  than  a  mc^  refolute  minifler,  from  his 
ro^afijifpc  or  from  his  ftation.  The  hsoiifehold 
tf^pappeirfy  revoked*  The  allies  of  miniftry 
^^qhioj(fy  I  mean,  who  fup  ported  fome  of  their 
fiieaiures,  but  refuied  refpoiiiibility  for  any) 
^i^dieavoured  to  undermine  their  credit,  and  to 
tdke  ground  that  mu^  be  fatal  to  the  fuecefs 
of  the  very  eavjfe  which  they  would  be  thought 
.IJ§>  covHitenanee.  The  queftion  of  the  repeal 
was  brought  on  by  miniftry  in  the  Gommittee 
of  this  Houfe,  in  the  very  inftant  when  it  was 
i     ii  4  known! 
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kiK>wn  that  more  than  one  court  negotiation 
was  carrying  on  with  the  heads  of  the  oppo* 
fition.  Every  thing,  upon  every  fide,  was  full 
of  traps  and  mines.  Earth  below  (hook; 
heaven  above  menaced  ;  all  the  elements  of 
miniilerial  (afety  were  diilblved.  It  was  ia 
the  midft  of  this  chaos  of  plots  and  counter- 
plots ;  it  was  in  the  midfl  of  this  complicated 
warfare  againft  public  oppofition  and  private 
treachery,  that  the  firmnefs  of  that  noble  Per- 
fon  was  put  to  the  proof.  He  never  flirred 
from  his  ground;  no,  not  an  inch.  He  re-* 
mained  fixed  and  determined,  in  principle,  in 
meafure,  and  in  condud.  He  pra&ifed  no 
managements.  He  fecured  no  retreat.  Ho 
fought  no  apology, 

I  will  likewife  do  juftice,  I  ought  to  do  it, 
to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  led  us  in  this 
Houfe*.  Far  from  the  duplicity  wickedly 
charged  on  him,  he  aded  his  part  with  alacrity* 
and  rcfolution.  We  all  felt  infpired  by  the 
example  he  gave  us,  down  even  to  myfelf,  tho 
weakefl:  in  that  phalanx.  I  declare  for  one,  I 
knew  well  enough  (it  could  not  be  concealed 
from  any  body)  the  true  ftate  of  things  ;  but, 
in  my  life,  1  never  came  with  fo  much  fpirits 
into  this  Houfe.  It  was  a  time  for  a  man  to 
ad  in.  We  had  powerful  enemies;  but  we 
had  faithful  and  determined  friends ;  and  a 
glorious  caufe.   We  had  a  great  battle  to  fight ; 
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tut  wc  had  the  means  of  fighting ;  not  as  now; 
when  our  arms  are  tied  behind  us.  We  did 
fight  that  day  and  conquer,     iii  ^ssva     ^uv>iK'. 

t  remember,  Sir',  with  a  melancholy  plca- 
fure,  the  fituation  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman* 
who  made  tlic  motion  for  the  repeal ;  in  that 
crilis,  when  the  whole  trading  intereft  of  thi» 
empire,  cramtned  into  your  lobbies,   with  a 
trembling   and   anxious   expedlation,    waited, 
almoft  to  a  winter's  return  of  lights  their  fate 
from  your  refolutions.     When,  at  length,  you 
had  determined  in  their  favour,  and  your  doorsy 
thrown  open,  ihewed  them  the  figure  of  their 
deliverer   in  the  well-earned  triumph   of  hia 
important  vidory,    from  the   whole  of  that 
grave   multitude   there    arofe  an   involuntary 
btirft  of  gratitude  and  tranfport.  They  jumped 
updn   him    like   children  on    a  long    ablenr 
father.    They   clung    about   him  as  captives 
about  their  redeemer.     All  England^  all  Ame-^ 
rica,  joined  to  his  applaufo.     Nor  did  he  feem 
infeniible  to  the  befl  of  all  earthly  rewards,  the 
love  and   admiration   of   his   fellow-citizens. 
Hope  elevated  and  joy  brightened  his  cnji,      I 
flood  near  him ;  and  his  face,  to  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion  of  the  Scripture  of  the  firft  martyr, 
•*  his  face  was  as  if  it  had  been  the  face  of  an' 
••angel."     I  do  not  know  how  others  feel; 
but  rf  I  had  'lood  in  that  fituation,  I  never 
would  have  exchanged  it  for  all  that  kings  ia' 
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their  profuHon  could  bcftow.  I  did  hope,  that 
that  day's  danger  and  honour  would  have  been 
a  bond  to  hold  us  all  together  for  ever.  But, 
alas !  that,  with  other  pieafing  vifious,  is  long 
lince  vanilhed. 


l-^Ul' 
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Sir,  This  ad  of  fuprftme  magnanimity  has 
been  reprefented,  as  if  it  had  been  a  meafure 
of  an  adminillration,  that,  having  no  fcheme 
of  their  own,  took  a  middle  line,  pilfered  a 
bit  from  one  lide  and  a  bit  from  the  other. 
Sir,  they  took  no  middle  Unes.  They  differed 
fundamentally  from  the  I'chemes  r.f  both  par- 
ties ;  but  they  preferved  the  obj:^dls  of  both. 
They  preferve  1  the  authority  of  ' ireat  Britain. 
They  preferved  the  equity  of  Great  I*ritain. 
They  made  the  declaratory  a6l ;  they  lepealed 
the  ftamp-a£t.  They  did  both  j.J.Iy  ;  becaiie 
the  declaratory  a£t  was  withuut  qualification ; 
and  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a£l  total.  This 
they  did  in  the  fituation  1  have  defcribed. 

Now,  Sir,  what  will  the  adverfary  fay  to 
both  thefe  a£ts  ?  If  the  principle  of  the  decla- 
ratory ad  was  nor  good,  the  principle  we  are 
contending  for  this  day  is  monftrous.  If  the 
principle  of  the  repeal  .-'as  not  good,  why  are 
we  not  at  war  for  a  leal  fubftantial  effedive 
revenue  ?  If  both  were  bad  ;  why  has  this 
miniftry  incurred  all  the  inconveniencies  of 
both  and  of  all  fchemes?  Why  have  they  en- 
acted, repealed,  'enforced,  yielded,  and  now 
attempt  to  enforce  again  ? 

E  Sir, 
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'"  Sir,  I  think  I  may  as  well  now,  as  at  any 
other  time,  fpeak  to  a  certain  naatter  of  facfl 
Jioc  wholly  unrelated  to  tlic  quefHon  under 
your  confideration.  We,  who  would  perfuade 
you  to  revert  to  the  ancient  policy  of  this 
kingdom^  labour  under  the  effc(£l  of  this  fliort 
current  phrale,  which  the  court  leaders  have 
given  out  to  all  their  corps,  in  order  to  take 
away  the  credit  of  thole  who  would  prevent 
you  from  that  frantic  war  you  are  going  to 
wage  upon  your  Colonies.  Their  cant  is  this: 
"  All  the  difturbances  in  America  have  been 
.*'  created  by  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- A£t.*' 
I  fupprefs  for  a  moment  my  indignation  at  the 
falfehood,  bafenefs,  and  abfurdity,  of  this  moft 
audacious  aflertion.  Inftead  of  remarking  on 
the  motives  and  charadler  of  thofe  who  have 
iffued  it  for  circulation,  I  will  clearly  lay  be- 
fore you  the  flate  of  America,  antecedently  to 
that  repeal;  after  the  repeal j  and  lince  the 
renewal  of  thefchemes  of  American  taxation. 

It  is  fiiid,  that  the  difturbances,  if  there 
were  any,  before  the  repeal,  were  flight ;  and 
without  difficulty  or  inconvenience  might  have 
been  fupprefled.  For  an  anfwer  to  this  afler- 
tion I  will  lend  you  to  the  great  author  and 
patron  of  the  Stamp- A61:,  who,  certainly  mean- 
ing well  to  the  authority  of  this  Country,  and 
fully  apprized  of  the  ftate  of  that,  made,  be- 
fore a  repeal  was  fo  much  as  agitated  in  this 
Houfe,  the  motion  which  is  on  your  Journals  ; 

and 
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.  and  which,  to  fave  the  Clerk  the  trouble  of 
turning  to  it.  I  will  now  read  to  you.     It  was 

,  for  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  of  the  17th 
of  December  1765: 
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*'  To  exprefs  our  juji  refentment  and  indigna"' 
iion  at  the  outrageous  tumults  and  infurrec- 
tions  which  have  been  excited  and  carried  on  in 
North  America  ;  and  at  the  rejijiance  given  by 
open  and  rebellious  force  to  the  execution  of 
the  laws  in  that  part  of  his  Majefys  dominions. 
And  to  ajftire.  his  Majefly.^  that  his  faithful 
Commons^  animated  with  the  warmefl  duty  and 
attachment  to  his  royal  per fon  a7id  government^ 
will  firmly  and  effeSlually  fupport  his  Majejiy 
in  all  fuch  meafures  as  floall  he  necejfary  for 
preferving  and  fupporting  the  legal  dependance 
of  the  Colonies  on  the  Mother  Qountry^  &c. 
&c."  .  ,  ,  .  . 


Here  was  certainly  a  difturbanee  preceding 
the  repeal ;  fuch  a  difturbancp  as  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  thought  neceflary  to  qualify  by  tbe  name 
of  an  infurre^ion,  and  the  epithet  of  a  rebeU 
lious  force:  terms  much  ftronger  than  any,  by 
which,  thofe  who  then  fupported  his  motion, 
have  ever  fmce  thought  proper  to  diftinguiih 
the  fubfequent  difturbauces  in  America.  They 
were  difturbances  which  feemed  to  him  and 
his  friends  to  juftify  as  ftrong  a  prornife  of 
fupport,  as  hath  been  ufual  to  give  in  the  be- 
ginning of  a  war  with  the  moft  powerful  and 
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declared  enemies.  When  the  accounts  of  the 
American  Governors  came  before  the  Houfe, 
they  appeared  ftronger  even  than  the  warmth 
of  pubhc  imagination  had  painted  them;  fa 
much  ftronger,  that  the  papers  on  your  table 
bear*me  out  in  faying,  that  all  the  late  diftur- 
bances,  which  have  been  at  one  time  the  Mi- 
nifter's  motives  for  the  repeal  of  five  out  of 
fix  of  the  new  court  >taxes,  and  are  now  his 
pretences  for  refuling  to  repeal  that  fixth,  did 
not  amount — why  do  I  compare  them?  no, 
not  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  tumults  and  vio- 
lence which  prevailed  long  before  the  repeal  of 
that  aa.        ;(■■;,.''       '  '■  "    -'"'  .-^■'^^-^--  ■' 
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'  Miniftry  cannot  refiife  the  authority  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  General  G^ge,  who,  in 
his  Letter  of  the  4th  of  November,  from  New 
York,  thus  repreients  the  ftate  of  things : 


**  li  is  difficult  to  fay,  /r'^**j  the  highefff'tb  the 
loweft,  wb6  has  not  beeu  ^cceiTary  ifo  T'/^/i  iii- 
furredion,  either  fy  writing  or  mutual  ii^teC'', 
ments  to  oppofe  the  a^,  by  what  they  are 
pleajed  to  term  all  legal  oppojition  to  it^  No- 
thing effeBual  has  Iken  pHpoJed  either  to  pfe^ 
vent  or  quell  the  tumult.  The  reft  of  the 
Provinces  are  in  the  fame  fituation  as  to' a 
pojitivi  refufal  to  take  the  Jlamps ;  and  threat" 
ning  thoje  who  Jhall  take  them^  to  plunder 
and  murder  them;  and  this  affair  fiands  in 
all  the  Provinces,  that  unlefs  the  a6t^  from  its 
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*^  own  nature,   enforce  itfelj\  nothing  hut  a  very 
*f.  confiderable  military  force  can  do  It,''*  ^     , 

It  is  remarkable.  Sir,  that  the  perfons  who 
formerly  trumpeted  forth  the  moft  loudly,  the 
violent  refolutions  of  aflemblies  ;  the  univerfal 
i  n  furred  ion  s  ;  the  fcizing  and  burning  the 
ftamped  papers;  the  forcing  (lamp  officers  to 
refigii  their  commifiions^  under  the  gallows ; 
the  rifling  and  pulling  down  of  the  houfes  of 
magiftrates ;  and  the  expuliion  from  their  coun- 
try of  all  who  dared  to  write  or  fpeak  a  fingle 
word  in  defence  of  the  powers  of  parliament ; 
thefe  very  trumpeters  are  now  the  men  that 
reprefent  the  whole  as  a  mere  trifle ;  and  choofe 
to  date  all  the  difturbances  from  the  repeal  of 
the  ftamp-aft,  which  put  an  end  to  them. 
Hear  your  officers  abroad,  and  let  them  refute 
this  (haraelefs  falfehood,  who,  in  all  their 
correfpondence,  ftate  the  difturbances  as  owing 
to  their  true  caufes,  the  difconteut  of  the  peo- 
ple, from  the  taxes.  You  have  this  evidence 
in  your  own  archives  —  and  it  will  give  you 
compleat  fatisfa6lion  ;  if  you  are  not  fo  far  loft 
to  all  parliamentary  ideas  of  information,  as 
rather  to  credit  the  lye  of  the  day,  than  tliG 
records  of  your  own  Houfe. 

•    '       ■      *  ,'...■  ..■,-.-.  _       ■        *  \  ... 

Sir,  This  vermin  of  court  reporters,  when, 
they  are  forced  into  day  upon  one  point,  ?r- 
iure  to  burrow  in  another  j  but  they  ihall  h^ae 
no  refuge:  I  will  make  thcni  l)0  i  our  ot  ,11 
their  holes.  Confcious  that  they  mult  jc 
>•  '  E  3        -        •  buiik*!^ 
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baffled,  when  they  attribute  a  precedent  diftur-  - 
bance  to  a  fubfequent  meafure,  they  take  other  , 
ground,  almoft  as  abfurd,  but  very  common  in 
modern  pra6lice,  and  very  wicked  ;  which  is, 
to  attribute  the  ill  efFe£t  of  ill-judged  conduct' 
to  the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  to  dil- 
fuade  us  from  it/    They  fay  that  the  oppoli- 
tion  made  in  parliament  to  theftamp-aft  at  the 
time  of  iis  raffing,  encouraged  the  Americans 
to  their  lefiftance.     This   has   even  formally - 
appeared  in  print  in  a  regular  volume,  from  an 
advocate  of  that  fadion,  a  Dr.  Tucker.     This 
Dr.  Tucker  is  already  a  dean,  and  his  earneft 
labours  in  this  vineyard  will,  I  fiippofe,  raife 
him  to  a  bifhoprick.      But   this   aflertion   too, 
juft  like   the  reft,  is  falfe.     In  all  the  papers 
which  have  loaded  your  table  ;  in  all  the  vaft 
crowd  of  verbal  witneffes  that  appeared  at  your 
bar,  witnefles  which  were  indifcrimiriately  pro-   ' 
duced  from  both  fides  of  the  Houle  ;  not  the  • 
Jeaft  hint  of  fuch  a  caufe  of  diHurbance   has"' 
ever  appeared.     As  to  the  fa6t  of  a  ftrenuous; 
oppofition  to  the  ftamp-a£l,  I  fat  as  a  llranger 
in  your  gallery  when  the  a(Sl  was  under  coniide- 
ration.     Far  from  any  thing  inflammatory,  I 
never  heard   a   more    languid  debate    in   this 
Hou-fc.     No  more  than  two  or  three   gentle- • 
men,  as  I    remember,  fpoke  againft  the  a<51:, 
and  that  with   great  referve  and   remarkable 
temper.     There   was   but   one  divilion  in  the 
whole  progrefs  of  the   bill ;  and  the  minority 
did  not  reach  to  more  than  39  or  40.     In  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  I  do  not  recoiled  that  there 
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vv«is  any  debate  or  divifion  at  all.  I  am  furs 
there  was  no  proted.  In  fa6l,  the  affair  paflcd 
with  fo  very,  very  little  noife,  that  in  town 
they  fcarcciy  knew  the  nature  of  what  you 
were  doing.  The  oppoiition  to  the  bill  in 
England  never  could  have  done  this  milchief, 
becaufe  there  fcarcely  ever  was  lels  of  oppoii- 
tion to  a  bill  of  confcquence. 


(  ( 


Sir,  The  agents  apd  diftributors  of  falfehoods 
have,  with  their  ufual  induftry,  circulated  ano- 
ther lye  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  former. 
It  is  this,  that  the  difturbances  aroie  from  the 
account  which  had  been  received  in  America 
of  the  change  in  the  miniltry.  No  longer 
awed,  it  feems,  with  the  fpirit  of  the  former 
rulers,  they  thought  themlelves  a  match  for 
what  our  calumniators  choofe  to  qualify  by  the 
name  of  fo  feeble  a  miniftry  as  fucceeded. 
Feeble  in  one  fenfe  thefe  men  certainly  may 
be  called ;  for,  with  all  their  efforts,  and  they 
have  made  many,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
refift  the  diftempered  vigour  and  iniane  alacrity 
with  which  you  are  rulhing  to  your  ruin.  But 
it.  does  fo  happen,  that  the  falfity  of  this  cir- 
culation is  (like  the  reft)  demonftrated  by  in- 
dilputable  dates  and  records. 

So  'ittle  was  the  change  known  in  America, 
that  the  letters  of  your  governors,  giving  an 
account  of  thefe  difturban:es  long  after  they 
had  arrived  at  their  highefl  pi  ch,  were  all 
dire^^ed  to  the  O/d  Mini/iry^  and  particularly 
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to  tbe  I^.jy'  of  Halifax,  the  fecretary  of  ftatb 
correfpoiidiih^  with  theColonles,  without  once 
ia  the  Imalleft  degree  intimating  the  flighted 
ftHpicion  of  any  minifterial  revolution  what- 
fdever.  The  miniftry  was  not  chungen  iu 
England  until  the  tenth  of  July  1765,  On 
the  14th  01  the  preceding  Juisi,  (governor 
Fauquier  from  Virginia  writes  th.is;  nvA  w  ites 
thus  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax  :  '*  Government  is 
*'/^/ <7/ defiance,  not  having  fir '-ngth  enough  in 
"  her  hands  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
*«  the  community*  —  The  private  diftrefs^  'ivbich 
**  every  man  feels,  encreafes  I  he  general  d  "^tis- 
''^  faflioii  at  the  duties  laid  by  the  S:amp-Ad» 
« '  qi^yirh  breads  out,  and  Jhews  iff  elf  upon  every 
**  trfing  occafionr  The  general  diflatisfiidioii 
had  produced  fome  tfme  before,  that  is,  on  the 
iglh  of  May,  feveral  ftrong  public  refolves 
againft  the  Stamp- Aft ;  and  thofe  refolves  are 
afiigned  by  Governor  Bernard,  as  the  caufe  of 
the  infurredlions  in  Maflachufet's  Bay,  in  his 
letter  of  the  15th  of  Auguft,  flill  addreffed  to 
the  Earl  of  Halifax  ;  and  he  continued  to  ad- 
drefs  fuch  accounts  to  that  Minifter  quite  to 
the  7th  of  September  of  the  fame  year.  Simi- 
lar accounts,  and  of  as  late  a  date,  were  fent 
from  other  governors,  and  all  direfted  to  Lord 
Halifax.  Not  one  of  thefe  letters  indicates 
the  flighteH:  idea  of  a  change,  either  knov^'n, 
or  even  apprehended. 

Thus   are  blown  away  the   infefl  race  of 
courtly  falfehoods !  thtis  perilh  ^he  miferablfe 
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inventions  of  the  wretched  runners  for  a 
wretched  caufe,  which  they  have  fly-blown 
into  every  weak  and  rotten  part  of  the  coun-  • 
try,  in  vain  hopes  that,  when  their  maggots 
had  taken  wing,  their  importunate  buzzinc; 
might  found  fomething  like  the  pubhc  voice! 

Sir,  I  have  troubled  you  fufficiently  with 
the  Hate  of  America  before  the  repeal.  Now 
1  turn  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fo  ftoutij 
challenges  us,  to  tell,  whether,  after  the  re- 
peal, the  Provinces  were  quiet?  This  is  com- 
ing home  to  the  point.  Here  I  meet  him 
diredlly ;  and  anfwer  mod  readily,  '^They  were 
quiet.  And  I,  in  my  turn,  challenge  him  to 
prove  when,  and  where,  and  by  whom,  and 
in  what  numbers,  and  with  what  violence, 
the  other  laws  of  trade,  as  gentlemen  afl'ert, 
were  violated  in  confequence  of  your  ccncef- 
fion  ?  or  that  even  your  other  revenue  laws 
were  attacked?  But  I  quit  the  vantage  ground 
on  which  I  (land,  and  where  I  might  leave  the 
burthen  of  the  proof  upon  him  :  I  walk  down 
upon  the  open  plain,  and  undertake  to  (hew, 
that  they  w^ere  not  only  quiet,  but  fl:iewed 
many  unequivocal  marks  of  acknowledgement 
and  gratitude.  And  to  give  him  every  advan- 
tage, I  fele£l  the  obnoxious  Colony  of  Malia- 
chufet's  Bay,  which  at  this  time  (but  without 
hearing  her)  is  fo  heavily  a  culprit  before  par- 
liament— I  will  feledl  their  proceedings  even 
under  circumilances  of  no  fmall  irritation. 
For,  a  little  imprudently  1  muft  fay,  Governor 
••  1  Bernard 
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Bernard  mixed  In  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Jcnitive  of  the  repeal  no  fmall  acrimony  arifing 
from  matters  of  a  feparate  nature.  Yet  fee, 
Sir,  the  effetfl  of  that  lenitive,  though  mixed 
with  thefe  bitter  ingredients;  and  how  thefe 
rugged  people  can  exprefs  themfelvcs  on  a 
meafure  of  conceffion. 


ti 
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"  If  it  is  not  now  in  our  power''  (fay  they  la 
their  addrefs  to  Gov.  Bernard)  '*  in  fo  full  a 
manner  as  will  be  expedied^  to  fhew  our  re^ 
fpeBful  gratitude  to  the  Mother  Country^  or  to 
make  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  return  to  the 
^  indulgence  of  the  King  and  Parliament^  itfhall 
•'  be  no  fault  of  ours ;  for  this  we  intend,  and 
*'  hope  wefhall  N  id: I e  fully  to  effedt:'     .    ^^.  ^  ...;.; 

Would  to  Go  1  tha't  this  temper  had  been 
cultivated,  managed,  and  fet  in  a£lion  !  other 
effed  than  thofe  which  we  have  fince  felt 
would  have  refulted  from  it.  On  the  requili- 
tion  for  compenfation  to  thofe  who  had  fuf- 
fered  from  the  violence  of  the  populace,  in  the 
fame  addrefs  they  fay,  *^  The  recommendation 
*'  enjoined  by  Mr.  Secretary  Conway s  Letter,  and  . 
in  confequence  thereof  made  to  us,  we  will  em- 
brace the  firfl  convenient  opportunity  to  confider 
«'  and  adi  upon^  They  did  confider;  they  did 
act  upon  it.  They  obeyed  the  requifition.  I 
know  the  mode  has  been  chicaned  upon  ;  but 
it  was  fubftantially  obeyed  ;  and  much  better 
obeyed,  than  I  fear  the  parliamentary  requifi- 
tion of  this  feffion  will  be,  though  enforced  by 

air 
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all  your  rigour,  and  hacked  with  all  your 
power.  In  a  word,  the  damages  of  popular 
fury  were  compenfated  by  legillativc  gravity. 
Almoft  every  otlier  part  of  America  in  various 
ways  demonltrated  their  gratitude.  I  am  bold 
to  fav,  that  fo  fudden  a  calm  recovered  after 
fo  violent  a  ftorm  is  without  paialltl  in  hiflory. 
To  fay  that  no  other  difturbance  (hould  hap- 
pen from  any  other  caufe,  is  folly.  But,  as  far 
as  appearance  went,  by  the  judicious  facrifice 
of  one  law,  you  procured  an  acquiefcence  iu 
all  that  remained.  After  this  experience,  no- 
body (hall  perfuade  me,  when  an  whole  peo- 
ple are  concerned,  that  a<£ts  of  lenity  are  not 
means  of  conciliation. 

1  hope  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  received  a 
fair  and  full  anfwer  to  his  queftion. 

I  have  done  with  the  third  period  of  your  • 
policy  J  that  of  your  repeal ;  and  the  return  of 
you  I   ancient  fyl.jm,  and  your  ancl^n*:  tran- 
quillity and  concord.    Sir,  this  period  was  not 
as  long  as  it  WuS  happy.    Another  Icene  was  . 
opened,  and  other  ndlors  appeared  on  the  ftage. 
The  ftate,  in  the  conoition  1  have  defcribed  it, 
was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Chatham 
—a  great  and  celebrated  name;  a  name  that 
keeps  the  name  of  this  country  refpedable  in 
every  other  on  the  globe.     It  mr.y  be  truly, 
called^  ^ 

^  — Clariim  et  venerabtle  no-men 
G^fUibus^  et  rnultum  nf^dra  quqd  prodcrai  urhu     ■ 
•^  Sir, 
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Sir,  The  vchf  raHe  age  of  this  grcit  man,  his 
merited  rank,  his  fuperior  eloquence,  his 
Iplendid  qualities,  his  eminent  ierviccs,  the. 
vafV  fpace  he  fills  in  the  eye  of  mankind ;  and, 
mox  th'^:'  all  the  reft,  his  fall  from  power, 
whichj  like  death,  canonizes  and  lanvftifies  a 
gre  iL  chara(i^er,  will  not  I'utfer  me  to  cenfure 
any  part  of  his  condud.  I  am  afraid  to  flatter 
h  m;  I  am  fure  I  am  not  difpolbd  to  blame 
liim.  Let  thole  who  l^ave  betrayed  him  by 
their  adulation,  infult  him  with  their  malevo- 
lence. But  what  I  do  not  prefume  to  cenfure, 
I  may  have  leave  to  lament.  For  a  wile  man, 
he  fecmcd  to  me,  at  that  time,  to  be  governed 
too  much  by  general  maxims.  I  fpeak  with 
the  freedom  of  hiftory,  and  I  hope  without 
off:nce.  One  or  two  of  thefe  maxims,  flow- 
ing from  an  opinion  not  the  moft  indulgent 
to  our  unhappy  fpecies,  and  furely  a  'ictle  too 
general,  led  him  into  meafures  that  were 
greatly  mifchievous  to  himfelf ;  and  for  that 
reafon,  among  others,  perhaps  fatal  to  his 
country  ;  meafures,  the  effects  of  which,  I 
am  afraid,  aie  for  ever  incurable.  He  made 
an  adminillration,  fo  checkered  and  fpeckled ; 
he  put  together  a  piece  of  joinery,  fo  crofsly 
indented  and  whimiically  dovetailed;  a  cabinet 
fo  varioufly  inlaid  ;  fuch  a  piece  of  diverfified 
Mofaic  ;  fuch  a  teiTeL-^ted^pavernent  without 
cement ;  here  a  'jit  oi  black  ftone,  and  there  a 
bit  of  whitt;  ttriots  and  courtiers,  kings 
friends  and   republic  ms  ;    whigs  and   tories ; 

treacherous 
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treacherou'  friends  and  open  enemies :  tiiat  it 
was  indeed  very  curious  Ihow  ;  but  utterly 
unfafe  to  touch,  and  unfure  to  ftnnd  on.  The 
colleagues  whom  he  had  aflbrted  at  the  fartie 
boards,  ftared  at  each  other,  and  were  obliged 
to  alk,  "Sir,  your  name? — Sir,  you  have  the 
•'  advantage  of  me — Mr.  Such  a  one — 1  beg  a 
•*  thoufand  pardons—"  I  venture  to  fay,  it 
did  fo  happen,  that  perfons  had  a  fingle  office 
divided  between  them,  who  had  never  fpoke 
to  each  other  in  their  lives ;  until  they  found 
themfelves,  they  knew  not  how,  pigging  to- 
gether, heads  and  points,  in  the  fame  truckle* 
bed*. 

Sir,  In  eonfequence  of  this  arrangement,, 
having  put  fo  much  the  larger  part  of  his 
enemies  andoppofers  into  power,  the  cotlfufion 
was  fuch,  that  his  own  principles  could  not 
polTibly  have  any  effect  or  influence  in  the 
condudt  of  'affairs.  If  ever  he  fell  into  a  fit  of 
the  gout,  or  if  arty  other  caufe  withdrew  him 
from  public  cares,  principles  diredly  the  con- 
•  trary  were  fure  to  predominate.  When  he  had 
executed  his-  plan,  he  had  not  an  inch  of  grourld 
to  ftand  upon.  When  he*  had  accomplished  bis 
fcheme  of  admfiniftration,  he  was  'no  longer  a 
minifter. 


•  Suppdfed  to 'allude  to  the  Kight  Hon.  Lord  North*  «id 
George  Cooke,' Efquire ;  who  were  inade  joint  paymaders  in 
"the  Summer  of  t'706,  on  the  removal  of  the  Rockingham  admU 
iiidration. 

'  Whea 
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■  When  his  face  was  hid  but  for  n  noincnt, 
his  whole  fylkm  was  on  a  wide  lea,  without 
cliart  or  compafs.  The  Gentlemen,  his  par- 
ticular friends,  who,  with  the  names  of  various 
departments  of  minidry,  were  admitted,  to 
feem,  as  if  they  atfled  a  part  under  him,  with 
a  modefty  that  becomes  all  men,  and  witli  a 

.  confidence  in  him,  which  was  juftified  even  in 
its  extravagance  by  his  luperior  abilities,  had 
never-,  in  any  inftance,  prefumed  upon  any 
opinion  of  their  own.     Deprived   of  his  guid- 

.  ing  influence,  they  were  whirled  about,  the 
I'port  of  every  guft,  and  eafily  driven  into  any 
port  ;  and  as  thofe  who  joined  with  them  in 
manning  the  vellel  were  thcmoft  dire£lly  op- 
pofite  to  his  opinions,  meafures,  and  character, 
and  far  the  mod  artful  and  moft  powerful  of 
the  fet,   they  eafily  prevailed,  fo  as  to  feize 

.  upon  the  vacant,  unoccupied,  and  derelidl 
minds  of  his  friends  ;  and  inftantly  they  turned 
the  veflel  wholly  out  of  the  courfe  of  his  policy. 

.  As  if  it  were  to  infult  as  well  as  to  betray  him, 
even  long  before  the  cloie  of  the  firft  fedlon 
of  his  admin iftration,  when  every  thing  was 

^  publickly  tranfaded,  and  with  great  parade  in 

,  his  name,  they  made  an  adt,  declaring  it 
highly  juft  and  expedient  to  raife  a  revenue  in 
America.     For  even   then,   Sir,    even   before 

•this  fplendid  orb  was  entirely  fet,  and  while 
the  Weftern  horizon  was  in  a  blaze  with  his 

■  defcending  glory,  on  the  oppofite  (juarter  of 
x^.t  /  the 
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the  heavens  arofe  another  Kinriln.iry,  and,  for 
Jiis  hour,  became  lord  of  the  alccndant. 

This  light  too  is  pafled,  and  fet  for  ever. 
You  underftand,  to  be  furc,  that  I  fpeak  of 
Charles  Townfhed,  officially  tlie  rc-produccr 
of  this  fatal  fcheme ;  whom  I  cannot  even  now 
remember  without  lome  degree  of  fcnfibility. 
In  truth,  Sir,  he  was  the  delight  and  orna- 
ment of  this  houfe,  and  the  charm  of  every 
private  fociety  vvhich  he  honoured  with  his 
prefence.  Perhaps  there  never  arofe  in  this 
country,  nor  in  any  country,  a  man  of  a  more 
pointed  and  finifhed  wit ;  and  (where  his  paf- 
iions  were  not  concerned)  of  a  more  refined, 
cxquifite,  and  penetrating  a  judgment.  If  he 
had  not  i'o  great  a  ftock,  as  lome  have  had 
who  flourilhed  formerly,  of  knowledge  long 
treafured  up,  he  knew  better  by  far,  than  any 
man  I  ever  was  acquainted  with,  how  to  bring 
together  within  a  (hort  time,  all  that  was  ne- 
ccliary  to  cftablifli,  to  illuftrate,  and  to  deco- 
rate, that  fide  of  the  queftion  he  fupported. 
He  flated  his  matter  (kilfully  and  powerfully. 
He  particularly  excelled  ni  a  mo  it  luminous 
explanation,  and  difplay  of  his  fubje£l.  His 
ftyle  of  argument  was  neither  trite  and  vulgar. 
nor  fubtle  and  abftrufe.  He  hit  the  houfe  juffc 
between  wind  and  water. — And  not  being 
troubled  with  too  anxious  a  zeal  for  any  mat- 
ter in  queflion,  he  was  never  more  tedious,  or 
more  eafneft,  than  the  pre-conceived  opinions 
and  prefent  temper  of  his  hearers  required  j  to 

whom 


T^hom  he  was  always  in  perfe£l  unifon.  He 
conformed  exa(Slly  to  the  temper  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  he  feemed  to  guide,  becaufe  he  was  ahvays 

.lu re  to  follow  it.  -^     .^i-^rw     nr^- 
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Ibeg  pardon,  Sir,  if,  when  I  fpe^k  of  this 
land  of  other  great  men,  I  appear  to  digrefs  in 
.faying  fomethuig  of  their  chara£lers.  In  this 
-eventful  hiftory  of  the  revolutions  of  America, 

the  characters  of  fuch  men  are  of  much  im- 
iportance.  Great  men  are  the  guide-pofts  and 
;landf  marks  in  the  date.  The  credit  of  fuch 
.'laaen  at  court,  or  in  the  nation,  is  the  fble 
.caule  of  all  the  publick  meafures.  It  would 
.be  an  invidious  thing,  (moft  fordgn  I  truft  to 
•^i^hat  you  think  my  difpofition)  to  remark  the 
'.errors  into  which  the  authority  of  great  names 
•  has  brought  the  nation,  without  doing  juftice 
vat  the  fame  time  to  the  great  qualities,  whence 

that  authority  arcfe.  The  fubjeCt  is  inftruc- 
-tive  to  thofe  i  wha  wi{h  to  form  themfelves  on 
-whatever  of  ,exeellenco  has;  gone  before  them. 
.There  are  mauy  i  yctuug.  members  in-  the  houfe 
.(fuch  of  late; has  been  the  rapid  fucceffion  of 
/public  men)  who  never  faw  that  prodigy  Charles 
;Townihend;  .nor  .of  courfe  know  what  a  fer- 
.ment  he  was  able  ta^excite  in  every,  thing  by 

the  violent  ebjliition  of  his  mixed  virtues  and 

failings.  .  For  failings  he  had  undoubtedly— 
.many  of  us  remember: them ;  we  are  this  day 

confidering  the  effe£l  of  them.  But  he  had  no 
:  failings  which  were  not  owing  to  a  nobla 
.caufe;   to  .an-Oijient,  generous,    perhaps  aii 

immoderate 
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moderate  paflion  for  Fame;  a  paflion  v/hich  is 
the  inftind  of  all  great  fouls.  He  worfliiped 
that  godtlefs  wherefoever  (he  appeared;  but  he 
paid  his  particular  devotions  to  her  in  heir 
favourite  habitation,  in  her  chofen  temple,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Befides  the  charaders  of 
the  individuals  that  compofe  our  body,  it  is 
impofiible,  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  obferve,  that 
this  houfe  has  a  coUedive  charader  of  its 
own.  That  chara6ter  too,  however  imperfedt, 
is  not  unamiable.  Like  all  great  public  col- 
ledions  of  men,  you  poflefs  a  marked  love  of 
virtue,  and  an  abhorrence  of  vice.  But  among 
vices,  there  is  none,  which  the  houfe  abhors 
in  the  fame  degree  with  ohft'macy.  Obftinacy, 
Sir,  is  certainly  a  great  vice  ;  and  in  the 
changeful  ftate  of  political  affairs  it  is  fre- 
quently the  caufe  of  great  mifchief.  It  hap- 
pens, however,  very  unfortunately,  that  almoft 
the  whole  line  of  the  great  and  mafculine 
virtues,  conftancy,  gravity,  magnanimity,  for- 
titude, fidelitj  ,  and  firmnefs,  are  clofely  allied 
to  this  difagrceable  quality,  of  v/hich  you  have 
fb  juft  an  abhorrence  :  and  in  their  excefs,  all 
thefe  virtues  very  eafily  fall  into  it.  He,  who 
paid  fuch  a  pudilious  attention  to  all  your 
feelings,  certainly  took  care  not  to  (liock  them 
by  that  vice  which  is  the  moft  difguflful  to 
you. 


That  fear  of  difpleailng  thofe  who  ought 
moft  to  be  pleafed,  betrayed  him  fometimes 
into  the  other  extreme.  He  had  voted,  and,  in 
the  year   1765,  had  beea  an  advocate  for  the 

F  Stamp 
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,L  imp  A£t.  Things  and  the  difpofition  of' 
mens  minds  were  changed.  In  (hort,  the 
Stamp  A6t  hegan  to  be  no  favourite  in  this- 
Hovile.  He  therefore  attended  at  the  privats 
meeting,  in  which  the  refolutions  moved  by  a  - 
Right  Hon.  Gentleman  were  fettled  ;  refohi- 
tions  leading  to  the  repeal.  The  next  day  he 
voted  ior  that  repeal  ;  and  he  would  have 
fpokv.in  for  it  too,  if  an  illnefs,  (not  as  was" 
then  given  out  a  political)  but  to  my  know- 
ledge, a  very  real  illnefs,  had  not  prevented  it. 

c- The  very  next  feffion,  as  the  falhion  of  this 
world  pafleth  away,  the  repeal  began  to  be  iit 
as  bad  an  odour  in  this  boufe  as  the  Stamp 
A(ft  had  l>cen  in  the  feflion  before.  To  con- 
form to  the  temper  which  began  to  prevail, 
and  to  prevail  moft  amongrt  thofe  moft  m 
power,  he  declared,  very  early  in  the  Winter, 
that  a  revenue  mufl  be  had  out  of  America. 
Inftantly  he  was  tied  down  to  his  engagements 
by  fome,  who  had  no  objection  to  fuch  expe- 
riments, when  made  at  the  cott  o^f  perfbns  for 
whom  they  had  no  particular  regard.  The 
whole  body  of  courtiers  drove  him  onward. 
They  always  talked  as  if  the  king  flood  in 
a  fort  of  humiliated  ftate,  until  fomething  of 
the  kind  fhould  be  done. 


•.• 
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Here  this  extraordinary  man,  then  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  found  himfelf  in  great 
ftraits.  To  pleale  univerfally,  was  the  obje<Sl 
of  his  life  ;  but  to  tax  and  to  pleafe,  no  more 
than  to  love  and  to  be  wife,  is  not  given  to 

men. 


itien.  However,  he  attempted  it.  To  render 
the  tax  palatable  to  the  partizans  of  American 
revenue,  he  made  a  preamble  ftating  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fuch  a  revenue.  To  clofe  with  the 
American  diftinftion,  this  revenue  was  external 
or  port- duty;  but  again,  to  foften  it  to  the 
other  party,  it  was  a  duty  oi  fupply.  To 
gratify  the  colonjjis,  it  was  laid  on  Britifli  ma- 
nufactures;  to  fatisfy  the  merchants  of  Britain^ 
the  duty  was  trivial,  and  (except  that  on  tea, 
which  touched  only  the  devoted  Eaft  India 
Company)  on  none  of  the  grand  objeds  o£ 
commerce.  To  counterwork  the  American 
contraband,  the  duty  on  tea  was  reduced  from 
a  (hilling  to  three- pence.  But  to  fecure  the 
favour  of  thoie  who  would  tax  America,  the 
fcene  of  colledtion  was  changed,  and,  with  the 
reft,  it  was  levied  in  the  Colonies.  What  need 
I  fay  more?  This  fine-fpun  fcheme  had  the 
ufual  fate  of  all  exquifite  policy.  But  the  ori- 
ginal plan  of  the  duties,  and  the  mode  of  exe- 
cuting that  plan,  both  arofe  fnigly  and  Iblely 
from  a  love  of  our  applaufe.  He  was  truly 
the  child  of  the  houfe.  He  never  thought, 
did,  or  faid  any  ti.ing  but  with  a  view  to  you. 
He  every  day  adapted  himfelf  to  your  difpoli- 
tion ;  and  adjulled  himfelf  before  it,  as  at  a 
looking-gladu 


IT 


He  had  obferved  (indeed  it  could  not  efcape 
him)  that  feveral  perlbns,  infinitely  his  inferiors 
in  all  refpedls,  had  formerly  rendered  ^hem- 
felves  confui^rable  in  this  houfe  by  one  me- 
thod alone.      They    were  a  race  of  men  (I 

F  2  hope 
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hope  in  God  the  fpecies  is  extin^)  who,  whefl 
they  role  in  their  place,  no  man  hving  could 
divine,  from  any  known  adherence  to  parties, 
to  opinions,  or  to  principles ;  from  any  order 
Or  fyftem  in  their  politicks ;  or  from  any 
fequei  or  conne(5lion  in  their  ideas,  what  part 
they  were  going  to  take  in  any  debate.  It 
is  aftoi^ifliing  how  much  this  uncertainty, 
efpccially  at  critical  times,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  all  parties  on  fuch  men.  All  eyes  were 
fixed  on  them,  all  ears  open  to  hear  them  ; 
each  party  gaped,  and  looked  alternately  for 
their  vote,  almoft  to  the  end  of  their  fpeeches. 
While  the  Houle  hung  in  this  uncertainty,  now 
the  Hear-hitns  rofe  from  this  fide,  now  they  re- 
bellowed from  the  other ;  and  that  party  to* 
whom  they  fell  at  length  from  their  tremulous 
and  dancing  balance,  always  received  them  in 
$  tempefl  of  applaufe.  The  fortune  of  fuch  men 
was  a  temptation  too  great  to  be  refifted  by  one, 
to  whom,  a  fmgle  whiff  of  incenfe  withheld  p^'ive 
much  greater  pain,  than  he  received  delight,  in 
t]ie  clouds  of  it,  which  daily  rofe  about  him 
from  the  prodigal  fuperftition  of  innumerable 
admirers.  He  was  a  candidate  for  contradi(Story 
honours ;  and  his  great  aim  was  to  make  thole 
agree  in  admiration  of  him  who  never  agreed 
in  any  thing  elle. 

'  Hence  arofe  this  unfortunate  aft,  the  fubje(St 
of  this  day's  debate  ;  from  a  dilj^ofition  which, 
after  making  an  American  revenue  to  pler.fe  one, 
repealed  it  to  nlenie  others,  and  again  revived 
it  in  hopes  of  pleafing  a  third,  and  of  catching 
ioniething  in  the  ijeas  of  all. 

This 
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This  revenue  a6l  of  1 767,  formed  the  fourth 
period  of  American  policy.  How  we  have  faired 
(ince  then — what  woeful  variety  of  fchemes  have 
been  adopted  ;  what  enforcing,  and  what  rr;  e.il- 
ing ;  what  bullyiug,  and  what  fubmitting  ;  what 
doing,  and  undoing;  what  {training,  and  what 
relaxing;  what  aflemblies  diflblving  for  not  obey- 
ing, and  called  again  without  obedience;  what 
troops  fcnt  out  to  qu'-U  refiltance,  and  on  meet- 
ing that  rei^iftance  recalled ;  what  fhiftings,  and 
changes,  and  jumblings  of  all  kinds  of  men  at 
hom€j  which  left  no  poffibility  of  order,  confif- 
tency,  vigour,  or  even  fo  much  as  a  decent  unity 
of  colour  in  any  one  public  meafure. — It  is  a  te- 
dious irkfome  tafk.  My  duty  may  call  me  to  open 
it  out  fome  other  time;  on  a  former  occafion  *  I 
tried  your  temper  on  a  part  of  it ;  for  the  prefent 
I  fliall  forbear, 

After  all  thefe  changes  and  agitations,  your  im- 
mediate fituation  upon  the  qaeftlon  on  your  paper 
is  at  length  brought  to  this.  You  have  an  adt  of 
parliament,  dating,  that  "  it  is  expedient  to  raife  a 
♦'  revenue  in  America.*'  By  a  partial  repeal,  you 
annihilated  the  greatefl  part  of  that  revenue,  which 
this  preamble  declares  to  be  fo  expedient.  You  have 
fubftitnted  no  other  in  the  place  of  it.  A  fecretary 
of  ftate  has  difclaimed,  in  the  king's  name,  all 
thoughts  of  fucli  a  fubftitution  in  future.  The 
principle  of  this  di(claimer  goes  to  what  has  been 
Jeft,  as  well  as  what  has  been  repealed.  The  rax 
which  lingers  after  its  companions,  (under  a  pre- 
amble declaring  an  American  revenue  expedient, 

\  *  Rcfoiiuions  moved  In  May  1770. 
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and  for  tlie  folc  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  fneory 
of  that  preambh)  militates  with  the  afluraiice 
authentically  conveyed  to  the  Colonies  j  and  is  an 
exhauftlefs  foiirce  of  jealoufy  and  animofity.  On 
this  ftate,  which  I  take  to  be  a  fair  one ;  not 
being  able  to  difcern  any  grounds  of  honour,  ad- 
vantage, peace,  or  power,  for  adhering,  either  to 
the  ad:  or  to  the  preamble,  I  fliall  vote  for  the 
queftion  which  leads  to  the  repeal  of  both. 

If  you  do  not  h\\  m  with  this  motion,  then 
fecure  fomething  to  fight  for,  confident  in  theory 
and  valuable  in  pra6lice,  If  you  muft  employ 
your  ftrength,  employ  it  to  uphold  you  in  fome 
honourable  right,  or  fome  profitable  wrong.  If 
you  are  anprehenfive  that  the  conceflion  recom- 
mended to  you,  though  proper,  fhould  be  a  means 
of  drawing  on  you  further  but  unreafonable 
claims — why  then  employ  your  force  in  fup- 
porting that  reafonable  conceflion  againft  thofe 
Unreafonable  demands.  You  will  employ  it  with 
more  grace;  with  better  effe£l;  and  with  great 
probable  concurrence  of  all  the  quiet  and  rational 
people  in  the  provinces  ;  who  are  now  united 
with,  and  hurried  away  by,  the  violent ;  having  in- 
deed different  difpofitions,  but  a  common  intereft. 
If  you  apprehend  that  on  a  concelfion  you  (hall 
be  pulhed  by  metaphyfical  proccfs  to  the  extreme 
lines,  and  argued  out  of  your  whole  authority, 
my  advice  is  this ;  wiicn  you  have  recovered  ycur 
old,  your  ftrong,  your  tenable  pofition,  then  face 
about — 0-op  fhort — do  nothing  more — rcafon  not 
at  all — oppofe  the  ancient  policy  and  practice  of 
the  empire,  as  a  rampart  ag;  inil  the  Ipecu  ations 

of 
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cff  iniK)vators  on  both  fides  of  the  queflioii;  and 
you  will  ftand  on  great,  manly,  and  fure  ground. 
On  this  lolid  balls  fix  your  machines,  and  they 
will  draw  worlds  towards  you.        '    r;  ' 


..  vj.. 


Your  mlnlfters,  in  their  own  and  his  Majcfty*s 
name,  have  already  adopted  the  American  diftinc- 
tion  of  internal  and  external  duties.  It  is  a  dif- 
tiniSlion,  whatever  merit  it  may  have,  that  was 
originally  moved  by  the  Americans  themfelvcs ; 
and  I  think  they  will  acquiefce  in  it,  if  they  are 
not  puflied  with  too  much  logic  and  too  little 
fenfe,  in  all  the  confequences.  That  is,  if  ex- 
ternal taxation  be  underftood,  as  they  and  you 
vinderfland  it  when  you  pleafe,  to  be  not  a  dif- 
tin<flion  of  geography,  but  of  policy  ;  that  it  is  a 
power  for  regulating  trade,  and  not  for  fupport- 
ing  eftablifhments.  The  difl;in<£lion,  which  is  as 
nothing  with  regard  to  right,  is  of  moft  weighty 
confideration  in  pra6:ice.  Recover  your  old  ground, 
and  your  old  tranquillity — try  it — I  am  perfuadcd 
the  American-:  will  compromife  with  you.  When 
confidence  is  once  reflored,  the  odious  and  (ufpi- 
c'lous  fummum  jus  will  perifli  of  courfe.  The  Ipirit 
of  pra£licability,  of  moderation,  and  mutual  con- 
venience, will  never  call  in  geometrical  exadlnels 
as  the  arbitrator  of  an  amicable  feitlcment.,  Con- 
fult  and  follow  your  experience.  Let  not  the  long 
flory  with  which  I  have  exerciied  your  patience, 
prove  fruitlefs  to  your  interefls.  ; 

For  my  part,  I  (hould  choofe  (if  I  could  have 
my   wi(h)  that  the  propofition  of  the   *  Hen. 


*  Mr.  Fuller, 

F4 


Gentleman 
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Gentleman  for  the  repeal,  could  go  to  America 
without  the  attendance  of  the  penal  bills.  Alone 
I  could  almofl  anfvver  for  its  luccefs.  1  cannot  be 
certain  of  its  reception  in  the  bad  company  it  may 
keep.  In  flich  lieterogeneous  ailbrtments,  the  molt 
innocent  perlbn  will  lole  the  efftd:  of  his  inno- 
cency.  Though  you  (houid  fend  out  this  angel 
of  peace,  yet  you  are  fending  out  a  deflroying 
angel  too ;  and  v/har  would  be  the  etFedt  ot  the 
conflicl  of  the';'  two  adverfe  fjnrirs,  or  whicli 
would  predominate  in  the  end,  is  what  I  dare  not 
fay  :  whether  the  lenient  meafures  would  caufe 
American  paffion  to  fubfide,  or  the  fevere  would 
increafe  its  fury — All  this  is  in  the  hand  of  Pro** 
vidence ;  yet  now,  even  now%  I  ihould  confide  in 
the  prevailing  virtue,  and  eihcacious  operation  of 
lenity,  though  working  hi  darknef-,,  and  in  chao?, 
in  the  midii:  of  all  this  uiinatural  and  turbid  com- 
bination. I  fhould  hope  it  might  produce  order 
?:nd  beautv  in  the  end,  -> 


Let  us,  Sir,  embrace  fome  fyilem  or  other  be-* 
fore  we  end  this  fefiion.  Do  you  mean  to  tax 
America,  and  to  draw  a  produ<5tive  revenue  from 
thence  ?  If  you  do,  fpeak  out :  name,  tix»  aicer- 
tain  this  revenue  ;  fettle  its  quantity  ;  define  its 
cbjeds ;  provide  for  its  collection  j  and  then  tight 
when  you  have  lomething  to  fight  for..  If  you 
murder — rob!  If  you  kill,  take  pofieiiion  ;  and 
do  not  appear  in  the  charadier  of  madmen,  as  well 
as  aii'aiiins,  violent,  vindictive,  bloody,  a'>d  tyran- 
nical, without  an  objeCl.  But  may  better  founfels 
guide  you  !  . 

Again, 


[    89    ] 

Again,  and  again,  revert  to  your  old  principles 
• — feek  peace,  and  Piifue  it — leave  America,  if  ihe 
has  taxable  rua'ter  in  her,  to  tax  herfelf.  1  am 
not  here  j^oing  into  the  diftin6lions  of  rights,  nor 
al tempting  to  mark  their  boundaries.  I  do  not 
enPs  into  thefe  retaphylical  diftin61:ions  ;  1  hate 
the  V  ''y  found  of  them.  Leave  the  Americans 
as  they  antiently  (lood  ;  and  thefe  diftindtions, 
born  of  our  unhappy  coiiteit,  will  die  along  with 
it;  They,  and  we,  and  their  and  our  anccftors, 
have  been  happy  binder  that  fyilem.  Let  the  me- 
mory of  all  adbons,  in  contradi6tion  to  that  good 
old  mode,  on  both  licks,  be  extinguifhed  for  ever. 
Be  content  to  oind  America  by  laws  of  trade;  you 
have  always  doi'e  it.  Let  this  be  your  reafon  for 
binding  their  trade.  Do  not  burthen  them  by 
taxes ;  you  were  not  ufed  to  do  fo  from  the  be- 
ginning. Let  this  be  your  realbn  for  not  taxing. 
Thefe  are  the  arguments  of  ftates  and  kingdoms. 
Leave  the  reft  to  the  fchools ;  for  there  only  they 
may  be  difcufled  with  fafety.  But  if,  intempe- 
rately,  unwifely,  fatally,  you  fophifticate  and 
poilbn  the  very  fource  of  government,  by  urging 
lubtle  dedu«ftioi]3.,  and  confequences  odious  to 
thofe  you  govern,  ^rom  the  unlimited  and  illimit- 
able nature  of  fupreme  Ibvereignty,  you  will  teach 
them  by  thefe  means  to  call  that  Ibvereignty  itfelf 
in  queltion.  When  you  drive  him  hard,  the  boar 
will  furely  turn  upon  the  hunters.  If  that  fove- 
reignty  and  thei-  freedom  cannot  be  reconciled, 
which  will  fhey  take  r  They  will  call  your  Ibve^ 
reignty  in  your  face.  Nobody  will  be  argued 
into  llavery,  Sir.^  let  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  call  forth  all  their  ability  ;  let  tiie  bcft  of  them 
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get^ii^,  and  tell  mc,  what  one  chara<fi:cr  of  liber- 
ty the  Americans  have,  and  what  one  brand  at 
flavery  they  are  free  from,  if  they  are  bound  in 
their  {  opcrty  and  induOry,  by  all  the  reftraintg 
Jrou  can  imagine  on  commerce,  .  *'d  at  the  fame 
time  are  made  pack-horfes  oi  every  tax  you 
choofe  to  impofe,  without  the  Icaft  fhare  in  grant- 
ing them  ?  When  they  bear  the  burthens  of  un- 
limited monopoly,  will  you  bring  them  to  bear 
the  burthens  of  unlimited  revenue  too?  The  Eng- 
liihman  in  America  will  feel  that  this  is  ilavery— 
that  it  is  /egal  flavcry,  will  be  no  compenfation, 
cither  to  liis  feelings  or  his  underflanding. 

'.  A  Noble  Lord*,  who  fpoke  fome  time  ago,  is  full 
of  the  fire  of  ingenuous  youth  ;  and  when  he  has 
modeled  the  ide:is  of  a  lively  imagination  by  fur- 
ther experience,  he  will  be  an  ornament  to  his 
country  in  either  houfe.  He  has  laid,  that  the 
Anicricans  are  our  children ;  and  how  can  they 
revolt  againrt  their  parent  ?  He  fays,  that  if  they 
Krc  not  free  in  their  prefent  (late,  England  is  not 
free :  becaufe  Manchefter,  and  other  confiderable 
places,  arc  not  reprefented.  So  then,  becaufe 
fome  towns  in  England  are  not  reprefented,  Ame- 
rica is  to  have  no  reprefentative  at  all.  They  are 
«'  our  children  ;*'  but  when  children  alk  for  bread, 
we  are  not  to  give  a  ftone.  Is  it  becaufe  the  na- 
tural refiflance  of  things,  and  the  various  muta- 
tions of  time,  hinders  our  government,  or  any 
fcheme  of  government,  from  being  any  more 
than  a  fort  of  approximation  to  the  right,  is  it 


♦  Lord  Cniujirthcn, 


therefore 
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therefore  that  the  Colonies  are  to  recede  from  it 
infinitely  ?  When  this  child  of  ours  wifhcs  to 
pflimilate  to  its  parent,  and  to  refled  with  a  true 
filial  refemblance  the  beauteous  countenance  of 
Britifh  liberty;  are  we  to  turn  to  them  the  fhame- 
ful  parts  of  our  conftitution  ?  are  we  to 'give  them 
bur  wcaknefs  for  their  ftrength  ;  our  opprobrium 
for  their  glory  ;  and  the  flough  of  flavery,  which' 
Ave  are  not  able  to  work  otF,  to  fcrve  them  for 
their  freedom? 


If  this  be  th*     •  .yourfelves  this  queftlont 

\vill  they  be  coniciit  i  fuch  a  ftate  of  (lavery?  If 
not,  look  to  the  conlequences.  Refledl:  how  you 
are  to  govern  a  people,  who  think  they  ought  to  be 
free,  and  think  they  are  not.  Your  fcheme  yields 
no  revenue  ;  it  yields  nothing  but  difcontent^  dif- 
order,  difobedience;  and  fuch  is  the  {late  of  Ame- 
rica, that  after  wading  up  to  your  eyes  in  blood 
you  could  only  end  juft  where  you  began ;  that 
is,  to  tax  w^ere  no  revenue  is -to  be  found,  to — 
my  voice  fails  me  ;  my  inclination  indeed  carries 
ine  no  further — all  is  confufion  beyond  it. 

Well,  Sir,  I  have  recovered  a  little,  and  before 
I  (it  down  I  muil  fay  fomething  to  another  point 
with  which  gentlemen  urge  us.  What  is  to  be- 
come of  the  declaratory  ail  allerting  the  entire- 
nefs  of  Britifh  legiflative  authority,  if  we  aban- 
don the  pradice  of  taxation  ?  -  ' 

'For  my  part  I  look  upon  the  rights  flated  in 
that  adl,  exa£lly  in  the  manner  in  which  I  viewed 
them  on  its  yGiy  f  rft  propolition,  and  which  I 

have 
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have  ©rten  taken  the  liberty,  with  great  humiUr 
ty,  to  lay  before  yon.  I  look,  I  fay,  on  the  im^ 
perial  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  privileges 
which  the  Colonifts  ought  to  enjoy  under  thele 
rights,  to  be  juft  the  moll  reconcileable  things  ia 
the  world.  The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  fits 
at  the  head  of  her  extenfive  empire  in  two  capa- 
cities; one  as  the  local  legiflature  of  this  ifland, 
providing  for  all  things  at  home,  immediately, 
and  by  no  other  inftrument  than  the  executivp 
power. — The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobler  capa- 
<;ity,  is  what  1  call  her  imperial  charaUer  j  in 
which,  as  from  the  tjhrone  of  heaven,  Ihe  fuperr 
intends  all  the  feveral  inferior  legiflatures,  and 
guides,  s^nd  controls  them  all  without  annihili^- 
ting  any.  As  all  thefe  provincial  legiflatures  are 
only  co-ordinate  to  each  other,  they  ought  all  to 
be  fubordinate  to  her ;  elfe  they  can  neither  pre- 
ferve  qrjutual  peace,  nor  hope  for  mutual  juftice, 
nor  efFeclually  afford  mutual  alliftance.  It  is  ne*- 
ceflary  to  coerce  the  negligent,  to  reftrain  the 
violent,  and  to  aid  the  weak  and  deficient,  by  the 
t)ver-ruHng  plenitude  of  her  power.  She  is  never 
to  intrude  into  the  place  of  the  others,  whilft 
they  are  equal  to  the  common  ends  of  their  infti- 
tution.  But,  in  order  to  enable  parliament  to 
anfwer  all  thefe  ends  of  provident  and  beneficent 
^perintendance,  her  powers  muft  he  bov^ndlefs.. 
The  gentlemen  who  think  the  powers  of  parlia- 
ment limited,  may  pleale  themfelves  to  talk  of 
requifitions.  Eut  fuppofe  the  requifitions  are  not 
obeyed  ?  What !  Shall  there  be  no  referved  power 
in  the  empire,  to  fuppiy  a  deficiency  which  m.ay 
weaken,  divide,  and  dtiiipate  the  whole?  We  are 

engaged 
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engaged  in  war — the  Secretary  of  State  calls  Upon 
the  Colonies  to  contribute — fome  would  do  it,  I 
think  mod  would  chearfully  furnifh  whatever  it 
demanded — one  or  two,  fuppofe,  hang  back,  and, 
eafing  themfelves,  let  the  ftrefs  of  the  draft  lie  oil 
the  others — ^furely  it  is  proper,  that  fome  autho- 
Hty  might  legally  fay — *'  Tax  yourfelves  for  the 
*«  common  fupply,  or  parliament  will  do  it  for 
*•  you.*'  This  backwardnefs  was,  as  I  am  told, 
a£^ually  the  cafe  of  Pennfylvania  for  fome  fhort 
time  towards  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  owing 
to  fome  internal  dificntions  in  the  Colony.  But, 
whether  the  fa£l  were  fo,  or  otherwife,  tlie  cafe 
IS  equally  to  be  provided  for  by  a  competent  fove- 
rcign  power.  But  then  this  ought  to  be  no  ordi- 
nary power ;  nor  ever  ufed  in  the  firft  inftance. 
This  is  what  I  meant,  when  I  have  faid  at  vari- 
ous times,  that  I  confider  the  power  of  taxing  in 
parliament  as  an  inftrument  of  empire,  and  not 
as  a  means  of  fupply. 

Such,  Sir,  is  my  idea  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
Britifh  Empire,  as  diftinguifhed  from  the  confti- 
tution  of  Britain  j  and  on  thefe  grounds  1  think 
fubordination  and  liberty  may  be  fufficiently  re- 
conciled through  the  whole  ;  whether  to  ferve  a. 
refining  fpeculatift,  or  a  fadlious  demagogue,  I 
know  not ;  but  enough  lurely  for  the  eafe  and 
happinefs  of  man. 

Sir,  VVhilfl:  we  held  this  happy  courfe,  wcdrcw 
more  from  the  Colonies  than  all  the  impotent  vio- 
lence of  defpotifm  ever  could  extort  from  them. 
We  did  this  abundantly  in  the  Jail  wir.  It  has 
*    ■-,  never 
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ivVer  been  once  denied — and  what  reafon  have 
we  to  imagine  that  the  Colonies  would  not  have 
proceeded  in  fupplying  governiixent  as  libe rally # 
if  you  had  not  flepped  m  and  hindered  them  fron^ 
contributing,  by  interrupting  the  channel  in  which 
their  liberality  flowed  with  io  ftrong  a  courfe  ;  by 
attempting  to  take,  inflead  of  being  fatisfied  to 
receive.  Sir  William  Temple  fays,  that  Holland 
has  loaded  itfelf  with  ten  times  the  impoiitions 
which  it  revolted  from  Spain  rather  than  fubmic 
to.  He  fays  true.  Tyranny  is  a  poor  provider, 
It  kpows  neither  how  to  accumulate,  nor  how  tp 
extra<3:^ 


'.'i.)  ■«i'^ 
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I  charge  therefore  to  this  new  and  unfortunate 
iydem  the  lofs  not  only  of  peace,  of  union,  and 
of  commerce,  but  even  of  revenue,  which  its 
friends  are  contending  for.— -It  is  morally  certain, 
that  we  have  lofl  at  lead  a  million  of  free  grants 
fince  the  peace.  I  think  we  have  loft  a  great 
deal  more ;  and  that  thofe  who  look  for  a  revenue 
from  the  Provinces,  never  could  have  purfued, 
even  in  that  light,  a  courfe  more  direc>lv  repug-» 
nant  to  their  purpofes.  , 

Now,  Sir,  I  truft  I  have  fhewn,  firft  on  that 
narrow  ground  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  mea- 
fured,  that  you  are  like  to  lofe  nothing  by  com- 
plying with  the  motion,  except  what  you  have 
loft  already.  I  have  (hewn  afterwards,  that  in 
time  of  peace  you  flourilhed  in  commerce,  and 
when  war  required  it,  had  fufficient  aid  from  the 
Colpnies,  while  you  purfued  your  antient  policy ; 
that -you  thi:ew  every  thing  into  confufion  when 

you 
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ydo  made  the  ftamp-a£^ ;  and  that  you  reftorcd 
every  thing  to  peace  and  order  when  you  repealed 
It.  I  have  (hewn  that  the  revival  of  the  fyftem 
of  taxation  has  produced  the  very  worft  efFe<5ts; 
and  that  the  partial  repeal  has  produced,  not  par- 
tial good,  but  univerfal  evil.  Let  thcfe  confider- 
ations,  founded  on  fadls,  not  one  of  which  can 
be  denied,  bring  us  back  to  your  reafon  by  the 
road  of  your  experience.     '^  *     .,/  ; 


#i.. 
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I  cannot,  as  I  have  faid,  anfwer  for  mixed  mea- 
fures ;  but  furely  this  mixture  of  lenity  would 
give  the  whole  a  better  chance  of  fuccefs.    When 
you  once  regain  confidence,  the  way  will  be  clear 
before  you.     Then  you  may  enforce  the  ad  of 
navigation  when  it  ought  to  be  enforced.     Yoii 
will  yourfelves  open  it  where  it  ought  ftill  fur- 
ther to  be  opened.     Proceed  in  what  you  do, 
whatever  you   do,  from  policy,   and  not  front 
rancour.     Let  us  adt  like  men,  let  us  aft  like^ 
ftatefmen.     Let  us  hold  feme  fort  of  confident, 
conduft. — It  is  agreed  that  the  revenue  is  not  to 
be  had  in  America.     If  we  lofe  the  profit,  let  ua' 
getrid  of  the  odium.  -     ' 

On  this  bufinefs  of  America  I  confefs  I  am  feri** 
ous,  even  to  fadnefs.  I  have  had  but  one  opinion 
concerning  it  fince  I  fat,  and  before  I  fat,  in  Par- 
liament. The  noble  Lord  *  will,  as  ufual,  proba- 
bly, attribute  the  part  taken  by  me  and  my  friends 
in  this  bufinefs,  to  a  defire  of  getting  his  places. 
Let  him  enjoy  this  happy  and  original  idea.     If 


*  Lord  North, 


I  deprived 
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1  dcpHved  him  of  it,  I  fliould  take  away  indft  of 
his  wity  and  all  his  argument.  But  I  had  rather 
hear  the  brunt  of  all  his  wit,  and  indeed  blow9 
much  heavier^  than  fland  anfwerable  to  God  for 
embracing  a  fyflem  that  tends  to  the  dd(lru£tiou 
of  fome  of  the  very  beft  and  faireft  of  his  workb. 
l^ut  I  know  the  map  of  England,  as  well  as  the 
Doble  Lord^,  or  as  any  other  perfbn ;  and  I 
know  that  the. way  I  take  is  not  the  road  to  pre- 
ferment. My  excellent  and  honourable  friend 
under  me  en  the  floor  f  has  trod  that  road  with 
great  toil  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  together^ 
He  is  not  yet  arrived  at  the  noble  Lord*s  defti na- 
tion. However,  the  tracks  of  my  worthy  friend 
are  thofe  I  have  ever  wifhcd  to  follow ;  becaufe  I 
know  they  lead  to  honour.  Long  may  we  tread 
the  fame  road  together ;  whoever  may  accompany 
lis,  or  whoever  may  laugh  at  us  on  our  journey ! 
I  honeftly  and  folemnly  declare,  I  have  in  all  fea- 
ibns  adhered  to  the  fyftem  of  1766,  for  no  other 
reafon,  than  that  I  think  it  laid  deep  in  your 
truefl  interefts — and  that,  by  limiting  the  cxer- 
cifc,  it  fixes  on  the  fjrmefl:  foundations  a  real, 
confiftent,  well-grounded  authority  in  Parlia- 
ment. Until  you  come  back  to  that  lyftem,  there 
will  be  no  peace  for  England. 


■'!»' 


♦  Lord  North. 


t  Mr.  Dowdefw«lI. 
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